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Christmas Bargain Offer 
NEW TESTAMENTS 


In this New Testament is 
found a pleasing dignity such 
as is usually seen in only the 
more expensive testaments 
and Bibles. These are de 
luxe small testaments, pos- 
sessing to an unusual degree 
the good taste and appear- 
ance one demands in so inti- 
mate a volume. Each of the 
two editions measures 444” 





| |x2%"—an attractive small 
Artificial Leather | °!2¢; handy to carry and to 
Edition: |use at church or in the home.| Genuine Leather 


; Edition: 
Bound in two tone, These testaments are also 
specially fabricated | Bound in genuine, 


| particularly suitable as gifts|full black leather 
material, handsome- | with a lovely pin 


ly embossed in sym-_| for children to use in Sunday- 


zal seal grain. Title 
bolic design. This | school and home. stamped in genuine 
volume has _ red} gold leaf. Full gold 


stained edges, round| The artificial leather edi-| cages, ribbon mark- 
corners and_ semi-|tion is bound in a specially|er and semi-flexible 
flexible covers. ' fabricated two tone material, | ©°V°Ts: 

handsomely embossed in symbolic design on the front and back covers. 
This testament is printed on a fine quality of opaque, thin, white bible 
paper in clear, easily read type. It has red stained edges, rounded cor- 
ners and semi-flexible covers. Its price is less than the prices heretofore 
asked for the ordinary cloth bound testaments with ink stamping. 





The genuine leather edition is bound in full black genuine leather with 
a lovely pin seal grain. This testament has the characteristic feel and 
appearance of a fine book. This charm is further increased by its semi- 
flexible covers. The title is stamped on the front cover in genuine gold 
leaf. This volume has full gold edges and silk ribbon marker. It is 
printed on a fine quality of thin, opaque, white bible paper in black, clear, 
readable type. Each testament is put up in a white box with cover. 





Linen Cloth Widition,, Girt Beh ocsncds ssc. 6 0c. edecececescapsceseesceieee 20¢ 
AaGARGial Tcatiier TAGGIN ooo sci oat cn tena esis sencncncssnccaceansies 35c 
Gonuinio: Leather: Bain aisacacsicccisadcicacccsenscecensezasentacs 60c 


These Testaments Are Most Appropriate Christmas Gifts 
to Members of Your Sunday-school Class 


Order at Once, so You May Have Them Ready, 
as Christmas Will Soon Be Here 
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(Continued from page twenty-two) 


touched into living fountains of unselfish 
compassions by the Master of compassions 
himself. Another is for the minister to 
have a family of his own—a wife, children 
—and by this door of real living enter into 
the living of other folks. In family life he 
will find obligations, burdens, solicitudes, 
anxieties that will help to touch alive these 
blessed gifts for pastoring the folks to 
whom God has sent him to preach the ever- 
lasting gospel of salvation and comfort. 
These will re-enforce the truth of that say- 
ing that “if we are to bless, we must bleed;” 
for if we are to lead men to walk with 
Christ, we must ourselves “follow in his 
steps,” knowing that his footprints are 
stained with blood. 

I saw the other day an unforgettable pic- 
ture of a shepherd. He sat in a comfort- 
able room before a blazing fire. There was 
upon his face a look of utter satisfaction. 
His crook stood in a corner. This I saw as 
I lcoked in at the window. Outside a storm 
was raging. The rain was falling in tor- 
rents, and there was a feeling of chill about 
the roaring wind. By the light of a flash 
of lightning I saw some sheep the careless 
shepherd had failed to gather into the fold, 
huddling under the poor shelter of a sway- 
ing tree. I thought of the Master’s words: 
“The good shepherd giveth his life for the 
sheep.” And I knew that as long as these 
words of the Master are true, no minister 
anywhere has the right to be a “comfortable 
parson.”—Zion’s Herald. 
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Deaths 


Miss Gertrude Snider, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
W. A. Snider, of Defiance, Ohio, departed this life, 
November 19, 1926, at the Defiance hospital after 
brief illness from pneumonia, following an operation. 
Miss Snider had been a teacher in the pubile schols 
of Defiance more than twenty years. She was a 
member of the College Christian Church, and held in 
highest esteem by all who knew her. Funeral serv- 
iees at her father’s residence in Defiance, November 
22, were conducted by her pastor, Rev. F. H. Peters. 
Interment at Evansport, Ohio. 








Miss Mary H. Moulton departed this life in York, 
Maine, November 27, aged nearly eighty-four years. 
She was the oldest daughter of Deacon William G. 
and Judith (Moulton) Moulton. Early in life she 
chose Christ as her Savior, and has always lived a 
consistent Christian life. She has been a reader of 
The Herald of Gospel Liberty all her life, as her 
father took the paper before she was born and it has 
always been in the family. In her passing the York 
Corner Christian Church loses another of its oldest 
members. She leaves two brothers, Willis G. and 
Allen C.; four nephews and nieces, and a host of 
friends to mourn her loss, which is her eternal gain. 








Official Information 





MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


Edwin L. Noble, 99 Revere Road,. Quincy, Massachu- 
setts. 

. W. Kemmerer, Springboro, Pennsylvania. 

A. H. Plunkett, 559 S. Third St., Frankfort, Indiana. 

M. F. Allen, 2801 Roanoke Ave., Newport News, Va. 

Sion M. Lynam, 88 Barton Ave., Toronto, Ontario. 

A. B. Kendall, 6 Townsend Ave., Danville, Illinois. 

H. B. Hall, Goodes, Virginia. 

J. Elmer Lutz, Prospect, Ohio. 

J. S. Ehrheart, Beloit, Ohio. 

Perey ‘W. Caswell, 495 Hall St., Manchester, N. H. 

Wm. Q. McKnight, 41 Karahori Cho, Sendai, Japan. 

Frank Thomas, 1217 Yale Station, New Haven, Conn. 

James M. Pittman, 2324 Aramingo Ave., Philadelphia, 


a. 
W. T. Walters, Harrisonburg, Virginia. 
Mrs. F. E. Bullock, Winter Park, Florida. 
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The new copyrighted Helps in the Holman Teachers’ Bibles were recently prepared and consist of the essence of fifty 
volumes of Bible Study material, all of which is based on the latest and ripest conclusions of the most reliable authorities 
and is set forth in the most condensed and attractive form. 


For Adults, Teachers, Preachers, Students 


and all who would study the Word of God intelligently 
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December 23, 1926 


The Christmas Good Will We Do Not Practice 


An Editorial in This Issue 


WHY OUR CHRISTMAS JOY? 


By REv. Roy C. HELFENSTEIN, D. D. 


A GAIN the joys of Christmas surround us. The very atmosphere 





seems charged with the Christmas spirit—the spirit of joy, love, 

and good will. The spirit of brotherhood leaps from heart to heart 
in our personal contacts as we approach the day of all days—the day that 
celebrates the birth of the world’s Savior and Lord. Every one seems to 
walk with a little lighter step, voices seem to have lost their note of harsh- 
ness, hearts seem lighter, the skies seem brighter, and all life seems radi- 
ant with cheer, as the birthday of our Lord draws near. 


Why the difference? Why do people seem happier? Why does life 
seem richer? Why does God somehow seem nearer at Christmas time? 


It is because at this time of the year people are thinking more about 
friends and loved ones. Thoughts are turned from self to others. Not 
our own happiness, but the happiness we can bring to others, is our chief 
concern at Christmas time. Our hearts want to express their love and 
good wishes for our friends and dear ones. The faces of friends cross 
and recross our vision, as we sit alone with our thoughts during the 
Christmas season. We wish them Christmas joy, and express our wish 
with Christmas greetings, or with gifts that convey the message of our 
love. 


That is why Christmas changes things—because we are changed. That 
is why the Christmas season seems different from other seasons of the year 
—because we are different. 


What a pity that we cannot learn this secret of happiness for all the 
year, and have Christmas joy and cheer the whole year round! That joy 
could and would be ours always, if each day we would make the happiness 
of others our chief concern. 
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About Folks and Things 


Rev. Paul Kershner, while home on his 
vacation from Yale, is supplying the pulpit 
at Piqua, Ohio, on December 19 and 26. 

Our church at Greenville, Ohio, Rev. J. E. 
Etter pastor, has inaugurated a leadership 
training department, using the international! 
standard training course. 

Rev. Samuel Price reports a very fine 
meeting at Mt. Gilead, Southern Wabash 
Illinois Conference, with thirty-four deci- 
sions and twenty-three accessions. 

Rev. L. A. Duvall and his people at Mt. 
Union, Rays Hill and Southern Pennsylvania 
Conference, are in the midst of an evangel- 
istic meeting with good interest and fine 
attendance. 

Rev. J. J. Beisiegel recently held King- 
dom Enlistment Week meetings at Collamer 
and Boonville in which the personal workers 
did most gratifying services. There were 
twenty-two members received at Collamer 
and nineteen at Boonville. 

We are glad to have word that Mr. Lee 
Harvey, of Conneaut, Ohio, one of the new 
members of the Foreign Mission Board, is 
recovering nicely from the fall of some days 
ago which prevented him from attending 
the annual board meeting. 

Rev. DeK. Judy is in a meeting at West 
Grove, Miami Ohio Conference, in which he 
is being assisted by Mrs. Mabel Sites Frazer 
as soloist and song leader. Rev. J. J. Wal- 
lace brings the evening message. Brother 
Judy reports a Spirit-filled meeting. 

We regret very much that the usual 
Christian Endeavor Notes reached us too 
late to be included in this issue—due, we 
suspect, to the fact that Dr. Kendall has 
been too crowded for time in getting settled 
in his new home at Danville, Illinois. 

Crown Point, Dayton, closed a series of 
meetings December 12 which had lasted 
two weeks and in which the pastor, Rev. 
Clark A. Denison, was assisted by Rev. 
Robert E. Wearley, of West Liberty, Ohio. 
There were twenty-four accessions to the 
church and other fine results. 

Our church at Winchester, Indiana, Rev. 
C. B. Lusk pastor, held services on Sunday, 

December 12, when the newly secured par- 
sonage, and a Sunday-school rcom recently 
provided for in the basement of the church 
by the young people, were dedicated. Dr. 
W. P. Minton was in charge of the services. 
The work there is moving along in such 
fashion as to make the outlook for the fu- 
ture very hopeful. 

We want to call special attention of our 
readers, and especially of our pastors to the 
article by President F. G. Coffin on page ten. 
The recent reversal of prchibition in On- 
tario, as well as some of the things in our 
own last election, should be sufficient warn- 
ing to arouse the dry forces of this country. 
Far too many pastors and churches are 
acting as if the prohibition fight were over. 
Instead, a very heavy fight is just ahead of 


us and everybcdy should begin to get ready 
for it. 

Our brotherhood in New England and 
many throughout the church will be deeply 
saddened by word of the very unexpected 
death on December 2 of Mrs. Jane T. Good- 
win, the widow of the late Mr. E. L. Good- 
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twelve 


AFTER years of faithful 

service, Dr. Omer S. Thomas is 
this week laying down the work of 
Home Mission Secretary to take up 
that of the active pastorate again. Un- 


der his 


mission 


enthusiastic leadership our 
been 
in the 


amount of money raised, but also in 


home activities have 


greatly expanded—not only 
the types of work done. He inaugu- 
rated and made possible the pastors’ 
summer schools at a time when they 
He insti- 


tuted the plan of giving home mission 


were imperatively needed. 


aid for conference field secretary work, 
through which foundational and _ in- 
valuable service has been rendered. 
He began our Americanization work, 

work among the loggers, work among 
the Indians—all of which have ap- 
pealed so strongly to our people. And 
he has been prominently identified in 
interdenominational activities which 
have meant much to the standing of 
One of our most popu- 
lar speakers, a trusted counselor, a 


our church. 


most genial personality and lovable 
friend, Dr. Thomas has made for him- 
self an indelible place in the hearts of 
our brotherhood. He will be greatly 
missed in our general work; and it is 
with very deep regret that we at the 
Publishing House lose him from the 
fellowship here, which he has helped 
so much to make delightful. 
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win, so long a trustee of The Christian Pub- 
lishing Associaticn. Mrs. Goodwin was a 
most lovable woman of fine talent and great 
usefulness, much of her life having been 
spent in public Christian service. She was 
a member of First Church, Fall River, of 
which Rev. H. Russell Clem is pastor. Her 
death removes one of our outstanding mem- 
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bers in New England and one who was a 
very dear friend to many of us. 


We are saddened by the news of the sud- 
den death of Rev. W. H. Thompson, of Sid- 
ney, Ohio, who passed away December 16 in 
the midst of apparently his usual health. 
Brother Thompson was one of the oldest and 
best known of the ministers of the North- 
western Ohio Conference, and was deeply 
loved by the various pastorates which he 
had served. On account of his age he had 
retired from the active ministry, but for the 
past few months had been serving at Laura, 
Miami Ohio Conference. 


The Proceedings of the General Conven- 
tion, as advertised last week, is an invalu- 
able volume and ought to be widely read 
and studied by our pastors and leading 
workers. It is the largest book of the kind 
which our church has ever issued and would 
be a credit to any denomination. It gives 
the business transacted at the Urbana Con- 
vention, the new plans of work, and the 
findings of the various commissions—ma- 
terial of real importance with which we 
all need to become familiar. Order your 
copy at once. 

The Kingdom Enlistment Week campaign 
conducted under the supervision of Secre- 
tary McD. Howsare at the centralized high 
school auditorium of Green Township, Shel- 
by County, Ohio, under the auspices of the 
New Palestine, Charity Chapel, and Spring 
Creek Christian churches, resulted in 181 
decisions. Of these, 118 were received into 
the three churches and the others will be 
received later. The pastor, Rev. J. C. Fran- 
cis, was highly pleased with the campaign. 
It was an ideal arrangement, and such co- 
operation will help to solve the rural church 
problem. 

The S. O. S. call from Franklinton Col- 
lege is a most serious matter indeed, and 
one which ought to have the prayerful con- 
sideration of every man and woman who is 
honestly interested in the welfare of the 
Christian Church. It would be a calamity 
to lose Franklinton or to have it seriously 
impaired. Under the impact of that fact, 
your Christmas gift for the institution 
ought to be as large as you can possibly 
make it. All money gifts and offerings 
should be sent to Dr. W. A. Harper, the new 
president of the Board of Control, at Elon 
College, North Carolina. 


On December 30 and 31, in the chapel of 
the C. P. A. Building, a conference of Young 
People’s Congress presidents and leaders 
will be held under the auspices of the De- 
partment of Christian Education. The pur- 
pose of the meeting is to discuss plans of 
organization and means of linking our 
young people with the whole program of the 
Christian Church, including Missions, Evan- 
gelism, Stewardship, and Christian Educa- 
tion; and it promises to be represented by 
young people from many sections of the 
church. A full program may be secured 
from Miss Lucy M. Eldredge, C. P. A. 
Building, Dayton, Ohio. 
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The Christmas Good Will We Do Not Practice 


T is highly significant and full of rich promise for humankind that the Christmas message has come 
| to be so distinctively one of peace and good will. The coming of the Christ held other profound and 

beneficent meanings. ‘There is born unto you this day a Savior’”—to the individual that inexhaust- 
ible wealth of forgiveness and renewal and consciousness of Heavenly love and care which ever will 
remain basic in the gospel of Jesus Christ. “Who is Christ the Lord”—an assurance of divinity and 
Lordship which is foundational to any real religion, and without which any religion soon degenerates 
into a mere philosophy or an ethic that is as barren of spiritual delight and satisfaction as it is impo- 
tent to meet the needs of either the human soul or of human society. The Christmas message holds 
all these things and more; but these have become so central in the preaching and teaching of the Chris- 
tian gospel that they are reiterated constantly in every evangelistic message, in every school of Christian 
Education, from every pulpit of the land. 


UT not so with that content and emphasis which has become so outstanding in the Christmas mes- 

sage—‘Peace on earth, good will toward men.” Unfortunately, this deeply significant note, which 
is as basic to the Christian religion as these other messages to which we have referred, for centuries 
has been permitted largely to drop out of the hearts of believers and the objectives of the Church. 
Christianity as taught and practiced among his follswers has not been characterized in any striking way 
by either peace or good will. One’s blood runs cold when he realizes how long and how often Christian 
peoples and Christian nations have been filled with envy and bitterness and hatred toward each other, 
and how many times they have dipped their swords in each other’s blood. Even yet the cross is over- 
shadowed by the cannon in every Christian nation throughout the world; and, biting irony and almost 
blasphemy that it is, a little wooden cross is used as the symbol to mark the graves of our soldier dead 
who were slaughtered by the hand of other boys who, with them, were believers in and followers of the 
Prince of Peace. No man can go very far in a study of the Christian message as it has been preached 
and of Christianity as it has been lived without becoming appalled at the extent to which the dominant 
note of the Christmas message has been permitted all of the rest of the year to drop out of the preach- 
ing and teaching of the Church and out of the lives of individual Christians, and how little apparent 
effect it has had upon the attitude and practices of nations toward each other. No man can distinguish 
Christian nations from pagan by the armies and navies which they keep, nor even believers from unbe- 
lievers in their tolerance for the war system. 


ITH what glad hope, then, can we note the growing insistence upon the Christmas message of peace 

and good will the earth around. As never before in all of its history the Church of Jesus Christ is 
coming to stress universal love and friendship, with their inescapable implicates against war and 
bloodshed. The thought of Christian nations deliberately preparing to butcher one another, or to 
butcher the unchristianized nations which at the same time they are so zealously endeavoring to evan- 
gelize for Christ, is a situation which is becoming more and more intolerable to Christian thinking. It 
is such an open and flagrant denial of the Christ whom we profess that nothing but confused and shallow 
thinking has all of these long centuries permitted it to hold sway in Christian idealism and Christian 
conduct. But a day of new hope has come. Men and women are thinking more clearly because they 
are thinking more practically and more profoundly 01 the peace-and-good-will element of the Christmas 
message and the Christian religion. They see how foundational it is to any intelligible and under- 
standable concept of Christ and Christianity. And the more deeply they think and the more consistently 
they act, the plainer will it become that the Christ spirit of peace and good will must be to all men, all the 
time, everywhere. 
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A Chance to Express Good Will 


N another page will be found an S. O. S. call from Frank- 
O ton. As we all know, “S. O. S.” is the signal of distress sent 

out over the radio by ships at sea. We wish that it were 
possible to make all of the folks of the Christian denomination un- 
derstand with just what desperate anxiety this call of distress is 
heralded from Franklinton. There were many serious questions 
which came before the General Board in its recent meeting, but 
nothing else seemed quite so desperate as the situation at Franklin- 
ton. It would be bad enough for the work of the college to 
go on suffering as it will until the new building is completed. But 
that is not the worst of it. The building is now in such shape that 
it simply must be completed or suffer damage. And the emergency 
is still worse than that. The contractor will have a légal claim for 
heavy damages if he is not permitted to go ahead with the build- 
ing, as he is ready and anxicus to fulfill his part of the contract. 
Thus the whole situation is a very serious one and the Board of 
Control is justified in sending out a signal of distress for urgent 
and immediate relief. 

It is a call that should not go unheeded by any church or Sun- 
day-school in our denomination. This is our only educational insti- 
tution for colored people. Our colored conferences and churches 
in the Southland are doing what they can to sustain the school, and 
are getting under the proposition with a new and more determined 
energy than ever before. They can not meet the situation alone. 
They simply must have help, and that help must come from the 
white churches and the white folks of our own brotherhood. It is 
financial help now that is imperative—but this will be transmuted 
into the help of Christian instruction and Christian influence, 
which are so desperately needed in the training of leadership for 
these colored conferences and colored churches. If our readers 
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have never come in contact with highly educated and cultured 
colored men and women, they can hardly realize the great potential 
forces of human strength which are bound up in the Negro race. 
This race has possibilities of development which are rich in promise, 
and it is absolutely unfair both to the race and to our nation to 
which they belong for our church to fail to give them the best 
possible opportunity and encouragement for cultural development 
and leadership. They have a right to look to us to help them put 
their college in proper condition, that through it may be done the 
largest possible good. 

This is a responsibility the members of the Christian Church 
cannot evade. And it has now come to a place where the re- 
sponsibility can no longer be procrastinated. The time limit on 
the building contract is slowly but surely drawing to a close. The 
building must be completed or the entire institution will be placed 
in jeopardy. The hands of the board are tied until more funds 
come in. Gifts, large gifts, gifts of hundreds and even of thousands 
of dollars, will be needed. And some of our generous-hearted men 
and women of means must come to the rescue of this school and 
come quickly. The Herald earnestly appeals to them to meet this 
emergency situation with an emergency faith and an emergency 
generosity. It is the Christmas time. Our schools and churches 
are asked for a Christmas offering. But this will not be enough. 
It will also take large and generous giving from our generous- 
hearted men and women of means. Surely after all of these years 
of splendid work at Franklinton, the Christian Church will not per- 
mit this crisis to menace that institution; but will give with such 
abundance that Franklinton will enter on a new day of hope and 
usefulness. With the building completed and the crisis past, it will 
be in the finest shape in all of its history to do a work that is im- 
peratively needed for our colored conferences and churches and for 
the colored people themselves. 


The Trend of Events 


All Christendom in United Prayer—January 2 to January 8 


One of the most hcpeful portents in organized Christian work 
today is the increasing manner in which the followers of Jesus 
Christ the world over are coming to pray together and to work 
together in the larger things of the Kingdom. The dencminations 
are a long way from union yet; but they are discovering that they 
cannot get along without each other. What is far more, they are 
discovering that they cannot secure the best blessings and the full- 
est help of the Heavenly Father apart from unified endeavor. It 
was no chance remark or trivial petition which Jesus Christ inserted 
into that last wonderful prayer when he prayed that his followers 
“may all be one . . . that the wcrld may know that thou didst 
send me.” He was touching upon a foundational principle of world 
evangelism and world Christianization. It was infinitely more than 
oneness in prayer for which he prayed; and it is an unfortunate 
misuse of that profound phrase to seem to indicate that it had 
reference to oneness in prayer cr holds out any promise “that the 
world may know” through any such limited oneness. Jesus Christ 
in those words was dealing with a principle infinitely deeper and 
more inclusive than united prayer. But unity in prayer is a most 
gainful practice for the churches and one which furthers the spirit 
that will compel the real oneness among his followers for which 
the Master did pray. 


So it is a hopeful augury that year by year the Week cf Prayer 
lays larger claim upon the mind and heart of Christendom. Most 
earnestly The Herald urges our pastors and churches to participate 
in it, both for their own enrichment of spirit and power and for the 
world good which will come through such united effcrt. 


The daily topics which have been chosen for this year cover al- 
most the whole field of Christian interest and form a basis for 
broad sympathies and deep spiritual concepts: Monday, January 2, 
Thanksgiving and Humiliation; Tuesday, The Universal Church; 
Wednesday, Nations and Governments; Thursday, Missicns; Friday, 
Our Young People; Saturday, The Home Base. The Call sent out 


to pastors and churches by the Commission on Evangelism and Life 
Service of the Federal Council of Churches is as follows: 


The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America 
joins with the Wcrld’s Evangelical Alliance in inviting all churches 
and followers of Christ to unite in a “Universal Week of Prayer” 
at the opening of the new year. The devotional program here pre- 
sented will not only be circulated through all English speaking 
lands, but will be translated for use in over fifty countries. He 
whose right it is to rule desires us to be one in prayer “that the 
world may know.” All things are possible when Christians agree 
and not before. Never was the need more urgent. 

Our age is full of unrest. In spite of all efforts towards peace 
and good will the spirit of lawlessness, of international suspicion, 
and of actual warfare, seem tc be increasing. We need not linger 
over dark details that are only too familiar. Rather would we re- 
member with unspeakable gratitude that the Lord who orders the 
ages (Heb. 1:2) is on the Throne. All authority in heaven and 
on earth is in his hands. He is aware of all the present portents. 
Through the changing years he himself remains unchanged; and 
he is able to do exceeding abundantly above all we ask or think in 
meeting the needs cf his people and the heart-hunger of all man- 
kind. “Jesus Christ is the same ... today” (Heb. 13:8). As 
we gather in his name let us remember, concerning prayer, three 
outstanding facts for our encouragement: 1, It is God’s will; 2, 
Christ has set us the example; 8, Christ promises his presence. 

During the Week of Prayer from Sunday, January 2 to Satur- 
day, January 8, let us all unite with our brethren in many lands 
to demonstrate afresh the release of God’s power as we pray with 
one accord in the name and spirit of Jesus Christ Our Lerd. 


Doll Messengers of Friendship 

American schools and churches have responded quite heartily to 
the plan of sending dolls as “Messengers of Friendship” to take 
part in the Japanese “Festival of Dolls” on March 8. At this 
festival the Japanese families bring out treasured dolls, and for 
three days the little girls celebrate in honor of home training and 
household work. It is quite an event in that land, and one which 
affords an opportunity for the Christian people of this nation to 
express in this unique way the friendship which our politicians have 
done much to mar. Thousands of groups, both in the church and 
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in the school world, are dressing dolls. Each doll will carry its tiny 
passport, giving her name and the name of the child or the group 
that has dressed her and prepared her for her journey. Most of 
these dolls will be given to the care of individual families and 
children in Japan and will be kept as heirlooms and always thought 
of as messengers of peace and good will. : 

Within a few weeks committees in various States will decide 
which dolls are to represent their States, as “Miss New York” or 
“Miss California.” From these State dolls will be chosen “Miss 
America” and “Miss America, Jr.” “Miss America” will be selected 
from dolls prepared by various high school girls throughout the 
country. “Miss America, Jr.,” will come from the dolls prepared 
by elementary school children. 

Japan is taking great interest. Word comes from the Japanese 
government through Ambassador Matsudaira that the dolls will be 
received with all honor, admitted free of import duties, and the 
Japanese Department of Education, through a special committee, 
will welcome them and distribute them through the public schools. 

Readers of The Herald will be particularly pleased to know that 
many of our own churches and groups are dressing and sending 
dolls. Here at Dayton, Mrs. Athella M. Howsare has been in 
charge of the entire movement for five counties, and has secured 
several hundred beautifully attired little messengers, many of which 
came through our own church groups. A farewell service for these 
dolls was given one day last week in a large banquet room in 
Dayton, two Japanese students from near-by universities being 
among the speakers. It was a most auspicious occasion and one 
full of happy good will and promise for future peace between these 
two great nations. 


When a Government Sells Booze 

In the vote some weeks ago by which Ontario gives up its effort 
at prohibition in order to take up a system of government sale of 
drink, our neighbor imposes tremendously increased difficulties 
upon our border States in their enforcement of prohibition. But 
the injury which Ontario will thus work to us will be nothing ccm- 
pared to that which it has brought down upon its own head. Two 
main pleas were used to accomplish this result. 

The one was an appeal to money-lust—the argument that 
the government could make great profits out of the sale cf booze 
and thus reduce taxes. It is discouraging to think that such an 
argument could make any headway at all in any civilized nation 
today—that fathers and mothers could actually be induced to sell 
the souls of their children, or that of other folks’ children, for the 
sake cf a little tax money. 

The other successful appeal was made to the plain stupidity of 
folks—the argument that the booze business could be nicely and 
satisfactorily handled and made innocuous and harmless by the 
government. That is such a silly argument that it is an insult to 
a man’s intellect to offer it. And yet they got away with it in 
Ontario! And that in spite of the fact that its neighboring prov- 
ince has been reaping such deplorable results from an experiment 
in the same government system of selling booze. Dr. William E. 
Gilroy, editor of The Congregationalist and one of the keenest and 
ablest of men, is a native of Canada. He has just recently returned 
to Boston after a study of how the government plan works in his 
homeland. Here are a few of the things he has to say against it: 

The tavern is a part of a highly organized and government- 
operated booze business. In its nature, in its temptations, in its 
possibilities as a social menace, and as an agency in political cor- 
rupticn—in all the things for which the American saloon was justly 
indicted—the Quebec “tavern” is the former barroom or saloon in 
disguise. Its introduction in this country would immediately tend 
toward the return of everything that the American people sought to 
cast out in abolishing the saloon. 

I have referred to the sale cf ardent spirits under the Quebec 
system as practically unlimited. This is literally true. The so- 
called “control” in the matter of limiting the purchase and use 
of hard liquor is sheer bluff and pretense. The law, it is true, does 
permit the sale of only one bottle at a time, but there is no limit 
to the number of purchases. One can go from store to store pur- 


chasing as much as he desires; and a friend cf mine told me that 
he had himself seen a truck parked near one of the commission’s 
stores, while five men kept going in and out making their one- 
bottle purchases and bringing: them to the truck. 

Let there be no mistake. 


The Quebec system, whatever ad- 
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vantages may be claimed for it—and its apologists seem to claim 
only that it is better than what has gone before in Quebec—means 
the establishment and intrenchment of the traffic in alcohcl as it 
has never been established and intrenched heretofore, except in the 
lands where social and financial traditions have accorded the traffic 
the power of “vested rights.” Its the same old booze business with 
the government as booze-master. 


The Use of “Expert” Witnesses 


An aftermath of the notorious Hall-Mills case, and one which 
is quite apropcs our comments last week on our criminal jurispru- 
dence, is the expense account which has been made public of this 
trial. The cost on the county in which the case was tried will total 
over $50,000. Part of this sum is made up of outlandishly heavy 
fees paid to “experts.” One fingerprint expert was paid $4,000, 
another $3,000. A biologist was paid $1,000. A hand-writing expert, 
$5,000. The physician who performed the autopsies and submitted 
certain testimony was listed for $5,000. It is almost past belief 
that such excessive fees would be allowed by any court; and yet, 
according to press reports, the above are only a sample of what 
will actually be paid in this New Jersey case. 

All of which is another most serious reflection upon our present 
judicial system. There are few practices in our criminal courts 
tcday which are more inexcusable than the manner in which expert 
testimony is secured and used. There are many cases in which it 
is desirable and even necessary to have the cpinion of experts and 
scientists who are specialists in their own line. Both the judge and 
the jury need such expert information. But in order to have any 
value at all, such information must be absolutely unbiased and 
impartial. But, as every one knows, this is the very thing which our 
present system does not secure. 

Instead of being officers of the court, to give honest and un- 
biased opinion for the help and direction of the court and jury, these 
experts are really “hired” witnesses in the direct employ of either 
the prcsecution or the defense; and invariably they give the sort 
of testimony they are hired and paid for. Thus any expert knowl- 
edge which they may possess becomes vitiated and worthless. Even 
if an expert witness should give his most honest and conscientious 
opinion, neither the judge nor the jury can be aware of his sin- 
cerity, knowing as they do that these witnesses are put on the 
stand only because their testimony promises to be satisfactory to the 
side that employs them. The truth of this is attested in every 
criminal trial where expert testimony is used. Men equally fa- 
mous as physicians, as alienists, as fingerprint specialists, give di- 
rectly opposite opinions on the witness stand—and invariably on 
the side which calls him as a witness. Thus this highly paid expert 
testimony is rendered valueless and absolutely untrustworthy in 
the quest for real facts and justice. 

There is only one way by which such needed expert information . 
could be made reliable, and that is by making these witnesses offi- 
cers of the court—to be specially interested in neither the prosecu- 
tion nor the defense, but solely responsible to the judge in his 
effort and theirs to discover the actual facts in the case and pro- 
mote justice. The present system is a travesty, and every man on 
the street knows that it is and scoffs at the value of “expert” tes- 
timony. It cught to be as intolerable to judges and lawyers as it is 
ridiculous to any unlegalistic mind. 


oOo 


For the first time in the history of the country the churches are 
to join in a nation-wide “Simultaneous Bible Reading Revival.” The 
Book of Luke is tc be read during the first twenty-four days of 
January, the Book of Acts during the twenty-eight days of Febru- 
ary. There will be an impetus to such Bible reading in the 
knowledge that tens of thousands in the churches of America are 
united in reading the same chapter and meditating upon the same 
passages during that day. The plan is being promoted by the 
Commission on Evangelism of the Federal Council of Churches, and 
our own Department of Evangelism together with similar depart- 
ments in other denominations are joining in the movement. We 
hope that our pastors and church leaders everywhere encourage 
such daily reading. Prayer meeting topics might well be chosen 
during January and February to promote the plan. 








A JUST AND DEVOUT MAN 


MID all of the hypocrisy and sin of 

this Roman-ruled Oriental city, there 

Was a man, just and devout, whose 
name was Simeon. Like an oasis in the 
desert that refreshes the eyes and spirit 
of the travel-weary pilgrim, it seems good 
to meet this man here. The cruelty of 
Herod and the perversion of the priests did 
not turn aside this man from godliness, nor 
blur his vision of the truth. His life 
belonged to that holy order of saints who 
are the salt of the earth. To such as he 
does the world turn in its hard, discouraged 
hours for its faith and hope for the tomor- 
row. One is always having this delightful 
and inspiring experience. In the worst 
cities and the most unexpected places, one 
finds some refreshing soul whose life is 
untarnished and spirit-led. 

What two richer words could Luke have 
found to describe for us the man Simeon? 
“Just and devout.” They speak volumes. 
He had turned his heart toward God in 
a warm sincerity which gains the admira- 
tion of all. He must have read Micah’s 
injunction for a righteous man. He is a 
man who is in right relations to his fellow- 
man. 

Every one of our churches has one or 
more of these God-fearing, holy men. They 
can always not only be depended upon to 
do their share of labor, but to do also a 
part of some one else’s labor. They do it 
gladly and anxiously. They are the for- 
ward-looking, devout men of every com- 
munity whose lives are linked with the 
things that are best. Upon them we can 
always rely and the community speaks 
well of their lives. They do not need to 
be persuaded into a good thing, for they 
are already persuaded. They are men of an 
excellency of spirit that warms our souls. 


A SPIRIT-LED MAN 

Here is a man on intimate and familiar 
terms with God, to whom is revealed the 
secrets of heaven. God has always been 
very particular to whom he whispers heav- 
enly things. It seems to be a universal law 
that God reveals his truth only to those 
who have an intentness and sincerity that 
make them worthy. This man must have 
spent much time in deep devotion to have 
been prepared for this revelation. He was 
not spirit-driven, but spirit-led. 

It is Christmas time, and the crowds rush 
to and fro from street to street and store 
to store. And one would like to ask, 
“Where are you going?” 

Jesus saw the multitude as sheep without 
a shepherd and some of that same aimless 
crowd are still with us, rushing aimlessly 
back and forth. They are driven first by 
one impulse and then by another. There 


will be a lot of tinsel in our Christmas and 





The Adoration of Simeon 


A Christmas-time Meditation 
BY REV. EDWIN B. FLORY 


some of the presents will hardly be as 
valuable as the paper in which they are 
wrapped. If it were not for the ten-cent 
stores, what would some of us do? The 
same rushing goes on through the years, by 
those of us who have not tried the spirits 
we follow. It takes much practice to learn 
life’s best lessons, and skill is the result 
of patient and repeated practice. 

We pay tribute to the man who has suc- 
ceeded, and sometimes forget the rough, 
rugged, hill road by which he came. Reli- 
gious devotion alone can bring a man’s will 
to the place where he can pray the prayer 
cf Gethsemane. To be a just and devout 
man with a forward look and led by the 
spirit is to have received all the honors 
that God can bestow. These are degrees 
of the highest order from the _ highest 
source. 

Not all old men are of this fine spirit 
Few do we meet who have the forward 
look. 

Age looks backward and delights in the 
days of yesterday and quarrels constantly 
with youth of today.. Misunderstandings 
in homes with their sons and daughters are 
born all too often of the backward-look. 








HOLY CHRISTMAS 
Or, wonderful star of Bethlehem, 


By faith we see it now: 
We follow its path 
In the starry realm, 

And in adoration bow. 


The Heavenly Child in beauty lies, 
Calm on his mother’s breast; 

The angel choir 

With harps and lyres, 
Sing anthems to the Blest. 


Away from the din and strife of life, 
Three Kings of Orient ride; 

They follow the star, 

So near, so far, 


The Christlike Child to find. 


Now the star is still, and its light 
sublime 

Flows down o'er the mangered Child. 
The Shepherds see 
And in rapture flee 

To worship the Babe divine. 


Oh Star! Oh Spirit! Oh Holy Life! 
All Heavenly Messengers here. 

Sent down by God 

To men of strife— 
Let grateful souls revere. 


—Mary Bradley. 
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Failures and stagnaticn are the offspring 
of old heads whose hearts have grown old 
also. How refreshing it surely is to come 
into these temple courts and meet a man 
who votes with the progressive party, who 
has his golden age ahead, and who can 
trust the world in the hands of the next 
generation! 








A Christmas wish? Yes, that our loyal, 
lovable, faithful, sacrificial old men and old 
women would have the forward-look. Give 
that to the world and your church for a 
Christmas present. The Kingdom of God 
would leap forward. It is now being held 
back in the same miserable ruts of yester- 
day by those who, good though they may 
be, have not kept their vision ahead. They 
talk too much about what they have done. 
Let others do that, and just once this glad 
Christmas time talk of what God will de. 
Have they read Browning lately? 

“Grow old along with me, 
The best is yet to be, 


The last of life, for which the first was 
made.” 


SIMEON BLESSES GOD 

“ |... he took him up in his arms and 
blessed God.” That is just what we should 
expect from Simeon, whom Mary trusted 
to hold her precious baby. Is this a fore- 
shadowing of that royal day when all the 
world will bless God for the precious lives 
of little children? God likes our praise. 
It might seem at first thought that we 
could bring little to him. Every earthly 
parent rejoices most in the genuine grati- 
tude of their children. All of us have taken 
so much for granted and have passed by 
those who serve us best and most with the 
least expression of gratitude. The simple 
act of a stranger may receive profuse 
words, but too often we are dumb before 
those who serve us best. Why, that alone 
is a good reason to have Christmas—just 
to make some of us do nice, thoughtful 
things for those nearest to us. The sweet- 
est words parents ever hear are the words 
of loving gratitude from their children. 


Ged has been asking for the same loving 
expressions. The Psalms are filled with 
exhortations to bless God. They call upon 
us to lift up our hands and our voices in 
his praise. It is surely becoming of a child 
to speak well of a gocd father, and the 
psalmist writes: “Bless the Lord, O my 
soul, and all that is within me, bless his 
holy name.” Oh, that men would praise the 
Lord this Christmas time! They speak in 
other places, but how silent scme are in 
their churches! They never sing, they 
never read, they never pray, and they don’t 
even bow their heads or close their eyes 
when others pray. This is such a good time 
to bless the Lord; and if our own words 
seem pocr, the carols and hymns offer such 
beautiful words. 


Jesus sets us such a good example in the 
Lord’s Prayer. It gives the first sentences 
to gratitude and good wishes to God: “Hal- 
lowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth, as it is in 
heaven.” This is a pledge of fealty and 
an expression of loyalty that sets our 
hearts with God. In this prayer there is 
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cnly one sentence devoted to asking for 
things, and our prayers are just asking, 
asking, asking. In palace or cottage, the 
enriched souls this year will be those who 
bless the Lord. 


HE SINGs A SONG 


Only song itself can give expression to 
the rapture of this moment. A poet said: 
“The highest cannot be spoken.” But we 
are forever trying to speak it. If ever 
those high and hcly thoughts of our souls 
find utterance, it will be with the poet’s 
words. The deep feelings of sympathy 
and love, the profound aspirations and 
visions, and the consecrations find words for 
their manifestation in song. We just have 
to sing to give utterance to our deepest 
and best. 


There are so many songs around the 
Christmas story. It has been the singing 
hearts of the poets who first and best 
understood. The birth-story of Jesus is all 
wrapped in song. Mary sang while visit- 
ing Elizabeth. Zacharias sang at the birth 
of John the Baptist. The angel chorus 
sang for the shepherds, and Simeon sings 
in the temple courts. 

The Great Teacher is also a poet, who 
reveals heaven’s truth in matchless words, 
laden with imagery and beauty. It was a 
great home from which he came. A home 
with fine traditions and a gentle woman 
for his mother. She built torether out of 
the Scriptures a poem of exultation. 

Simeon sings a song when he holds the 
baby Jesus in his arms. Such an exalted 
moment could find expression only in the 
magic words of song. It is a magnificent 
song in its content. It is a Christlike song. 
It is a song of satisfaction that comes from 
the realization of a lifetime hope. 


Henry Ward Beecher was satisfied to 
have seen slavery disappear. One such 
great outstanding event of progress in the 
Kingdom was enough for any one life. 
Simeon is content, for he has seen the 
Lord’s Christ who shall save the world and 
glorify Israel. To have stood at creation’s 
dawn and watched the glory of it all is 
not to be compared to this vision of creation 
which meant a new heaven and a new 
earth. It is a vision of world salvation, 
when Jesus shall be crowned Lord of lords 
and King of kings. It has the breadth of 
heaven in it and nothing of narrowness. All 
of our great hymn writers just had to 
write a Christmas hymn; for they, like 
Simeon, are exalted when they behold the 
Babe of Bethlehem. 


How wonderful it is that we, whe cele- 
brate his birthday this year, can know that 
what Simeon saw in the centuries ahead is 
realized in part! Jesus is worshiped this 
year “where’er the sun does his successive 
journeys run.” Farther and farther is the 
Christmas song being heard. Let us sing 
more Christmas songs and sing them more 
and more. If we would be glorified, let us 
make much of Jesus. Whenever and wher- 


ever his glory and his praise are sounded 
best, there is a new joy in the hearts of 
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All men at their best have glorified 
his holy name. 


men. 


“The Light that shone on Bethlehem 

Fills all the world today;” 

SIMEON BLESSES JOSEPH AND MARY 

It was a great day for these parents. 

Happy are’ those hearts who are known and 
honored because of their sons or daughters. 
Such joy is sublime, and all parents in 
their secret wishes desire their children to 
be a blessing to the world and themselves. 
The king said, “Be wise, my son, and make 
my heart glad.” Nothing pains quite so 
much as the heartaches which thoughtless 
children bring, and nothing is quite so 
satisfying as the praise which our children 
receive. Long years afterward, when she 
had become the sorrowing mother, which 
Simeon foresees, Mary remembers the song 
of praise for her son. It must have sweet- 
ened many a bitter day. 
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It was a poor family that came that day 
to the temple, but how beyond any calcula- 
tion they have enriched the world! That 
home, through their son, has become the 
world’s richest blessing. All that is best 
that we have has come from that Christ. 
Simeon was content to die, since God had 
shown him Jesus, and a part of what that 
meant to this world. With all our hustling 
to and fro at Christmas time, even throng- 
ing the temple courts, will we see the 
Lord’s Christ? It is his birthday that we 
celebrate and may God give to us some new 
vision of his loveliness and his glory. 


“There’s a song in the air! 

There’s a star in the sky! 

There’s a mother’s deep prayer. 

And a baby’s low cry! 

And the star rains its fire while the beauti- 
ful sing, 

For the manger of Bethlehem cradles a 
King!” 


The Christ We Forget 


BY REV. B. 0. LAWTON 


HRISTMAS belongs by right to Christ. 
We celebrate it for him and in his 
memory. The supreme consideration 
cf the Christmas season is or should be 
Christ. Too often we rob Christ of Christ- 
mas and Christmas of Christ. We spread 
and splurge and revel and carouse and for- 
get Christ. Some of us have so far forgot- 
ten him that we do not even use his name 
in spelling the word. We write it Xmas. It 
is an eloquent commentary on our mcdern 
propensity for short cuts and thoughtless in- 
difference to sublime realities. 
The Christ we forget is the presiding 
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HE earth has grown old with its burden 
of care, 
But at Christmas it always is young, 
The heart of the jewel burns lustrous and 
fair, 
And its soul full of mrsic burst forth on 
the air, 
When the song of the angels is sung. 


It is coming, Old Earth, it is coming tonight! 

On the snowflakes which cover thy sod 

The feet of the Christ-child fall gentle and 
white, 

And the voice of the Christ-child tells out 
with delight 

That mankind are the children of God. 


On the sad and the lowly, the wretched and 
poor, 

The voice of the Christ-child shall fall; 

And to every blind wanderer open the door 

Of hope that he dared not to dream of 
before, 

With a sunshine of welcome for all. 


The feet of the humblest may walk in the 
field 

Where the feet of the Holiest trod, 

This, then, is the marvel to mortals revealed 

When the silvery triumphs of Christmas 
have pealed, 

That mankind are the children of God. 

—Phillips Brooks. 
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genius of the glad season. We forget him, 
but without him there would be no Christ- 
mas. The goodness and love that he puts 
into cur hearts inspire us to think of others 
and strive to make them happy. It is his 
spirit in us that prompts us to make it a 
glad time for little children. Having no lit- 
tle child, he made all little children his own; 
and since he came as a little child, the hearts 
of men the world over have been strangely 
warmed by the bright eyes and lilting laugh- 
ter and merry songs of little children. And 
what, anyway, would Christmas be without 
little children. Christ and little children— 
they together make the season. They are 
the chief actors. We grown-ups play minor 
parts. Our joy grows out of the fact that 
we have Christ in our hearts and in watch- 
ing the radiant happiness of the children. 
It is the rich opportunity to renew our cove- 
nant .with him and to become in spirit like 
a little child, for we can never be like him 
or enter into his Kingdom unless we become 
as a little child. Therefore “a little child 
shall lead them.” Hence “the child is father 
of the man.” 

But we cannot afford to forget Christ, es- 
pecially at this time. Our need of him is 
so supreme. The very gladness and mirth 
of this season with its high tide of human 
pleasures tends by the psychological law of 
contrast-to accentuate our griefs and mag- 
nify our great hurts. And few of us are 
free from carking care, while most of us 
are acquainted with some sort of grief. Life 
for the majority of us is not a long, glad 
song. Life has its high and exalted mo- 
ments and is often fraught with gladness 
and charm and beauty, and sometimes life 
is all wrapped in glory and girded with 
light. But at best life is a challenge and 
often a load of care that we must bear in 
the black night when even the kindly stars 
have hid their faces. 

(Continued on page sixteen) 











THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


At Prayer Time 


The days of thy mourning shall be ended. 
—Isaiah 60: 20. 

o 

One difference is at once evident between 
the utterance of this sentence and the op- 
timistic phrases associated with the birth 
of Jesus; it is that the proclamations of re- 
lief and hope were given with far wider 
significance in the Nativity. The hope in 
Isaiah may not be greatly different, even 
if no Messianic importance be given the 
passage. But as it is, it is directed toward 
a relatively few people. They may have 
been captives, or they may have been in the 
dark moments of national reconstruction 
that followed the return from Babylon. The 
hope was important. But that which we 
see in the narratives of the birth of Jesus 
is labeled with wider destinations, “to the 
world,” “unto all peoples.” 

Much the same difference is evident be- 
tween the gloria in excelsis of the First Cen- 
tury and the angel song of hope in our 
century. There were few accessible pecple 
then as compared to the reachable millions 
today. The quality of the hope may be 
much the same, but it has wider scope and 
some convenient clarities now as compared 
to what it had when Jesus was born. 

It is this increasing consequence of the 
Christian hope that can well be a part of 
our joy at this Christmas time. The appar- 
ent extension cf the Christly ideals in vari- 
ous directions of human experience and pur- 
pose is finely stimulating, to say the least. 
There is much yet to be wished for, surely; 
for there are wrongs yet in our social ex- 
perience, and there is wrong yet in our hu- 
man spirit. But most of us feel that grad- 
ually there is a nobler impulse coming into 
the life of the world, and that impulse is 
the same in essence as the Christmas spirit. 

Peace, joy, good will, these great terms 
stir the human heart. They seem embedded 
in the very processes of prayer—they be- 
come prayer in a real and specific sense. 
Any season that brings new currency to 
these words must therefore contribute to 
the spiritual fiber of the world. This, with 
the enlarging contacts of our time, makes 
this season a time of promise for humankind. 

ao 
Christian, lo, the star appeareth, 
Leading still the ancient way. 
—Selected. 
o 

What a holiday—a holy day—Christmas 
day should be! The heavens are yet vi- 
brant with all the meanings they conveyed 
two thousand years ago, if we will awake 
to the messages they have to offer. In 
these meanings there are the fuller meas- 
ures of human happiness. They make us 
tired of the sordid and the wrong. Earth 
and sky suggest to our inner spirit that 
there is hope ahead if we will but set cur- 
selves to living above the traditonal courses 
and the social practices, that have always 
brought loss and discomfort to human life. 
Why all the suffering of innocent people, 


and why all the defeat of fine purpose in 
the world? Christmas day is.so rich in its 
suggestiveness that there is no excuse that 
can stand as a final answer tc the question. 
Even if one were to leave out the providen- 
tial influences which people of faith believe 
overshadow the lives and purposes of all 
of us, we can see no possible excuse, for 
human acceptance of a suffering existence. 
History of human experience is full of sug- 
gestion of ways and influences that lead to 
misery, to be avoided. It is just as full of 
suggestion of the influences and the atti- 
tudes that point to happy experiences, and 
great measures of wholesome satisfaction 
to be obtained. 

Just as man by his own effort has gone 
far in freeing the race cf early death, of 
unnecessary sickness, and of much of the 
human drudgery of the past, just so are 
there abilities in the human _ spirit to cor- 
rect many of the influences that lead to 
handicap, discontent, and disappointment in 
human life. = 

That being so, how much more is the 
ability wholesomely to touch life and re- 
shape its activities and directions, when the 
fact of God changes our spirit, and when 
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I walked today, along a city street 

So squalid, so unclean, my whole soul 
shrank, 

Revolted, from foul sights and odors 
rank. 

Naught could I see in those I chanced 
to meet 

Save hard or sodden faces, shambling 
feet, 

Eyes bleared with vice and liquor. My 
soul drank 

The lees of loathing. ..Then it was—I 
thank 

Who willed it!—that a Face, autere and 
sweet 

And strong and pure had stopped me, 
like a hand 

Laid gently on me. O’er that thorough- 
fare 

Of wretchedness and sin they looked, 
those eyes 

Of one who was too tender to despise 

The least, or of the lowest to despair. 

Rebuked, I passed. The Christ must 
understand. 

—Marion W. Wildman, in The Chris- 

tian Century. 
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the inspiraticn of Christmas Day and of 
other Christian tradition, set before us the 
larger and finer experiences. 

oa 


No one can read those materials in the 
hopeful section of Isaiah without thinking 
in terms of a real spiritual relief coming 
into the lives of multitudes of hard working, 
spirit-aching people. They were probably 
captive. Their limited means did not hurt 
so much as their sense of being deprived of 
their native land, and of their freedom of 
spirit. 

Nor can one read the opening chapters 
of the Gospels without feeling the same lift 
coming to people—to all the people—who 
find life hard and uninviting. Let the tra- 
ditional element cf these materials be what 
it may, the fact still is true to our inner 
belief and to spiritual history, that faith 
of man and love of God lift men and women 
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into finer ideals of existence, and open the 
way to their realization. 

So should we think of our Christmas 
morns. Be the inspiraticns given to wise 
men from afar or to humble shepherds in 
our own social structure, it matters not. 
The experience will be a sense of a new day 
to strive for—prepare for. And we might 
as well think of struggling farmers in our 
time, of thousands cf factory people, of 
multitudes of others who are in stores, and 
in what the world may call the common 
places of life, who can be quickened to the 
finest endeavor of all history—that of Chris- 
tianizing and humanizing a world. 

Who cannot find joy in such an enter- 
prise? It is the Christmas jcy, and it is the 
Christian’s joy. Its gloria is in the lan- 
guage of our century, and of any century. 
Its affirmation is not that of a mere fact of 
the past, rather is it a present declaration 
that human existence can be infinitely finer 
than we have yet been able to make it. 

The fact of the life of Jesus, from his 
birth to his triumph, is a witness to this. 
The fact of our life, from our birth to the 
maturing cf our purposes, is further wit- 
ness. 

Then listen! Christmas will bring again 
the angel song! 


Shall the sword devour forever, 
Shall the peoples ne’er be free 

Of the lures and lust which sever 
Man from his humanity? 


Whence come wars and hatreds ever? 
Thine thou hast but seekest mine; 

Greedy souls and satiate never, 
Passion driven as the swine. 


Gracious Father, great all-giver, 

Send thy suffering world release! 

Circe spells with love-lance shiver; 

Strip away brute legacies! 

Holy Spirit, brcoding Mother, 

Woo our race wth mighty power! 
Pitying Christ, thou all-men’s brothers, 
Mount thy throne this crucial hour. 
—Chas. Manford Sharpe. 

o 

Christmas spirit yet is too local and mo- 
mentary. A man last year sought out a 
poor family, gave them warm clothes, some 
coal, and a box cf groceries. A fine act in 
a way! 

But what about other days of the year? 
There were evenings of a shivering fireside 
and a cupboard with scant provisions. 

Could our Christmas interest get at the 
root of our human problems, much of hu- 
man suffering would be done away and the 
days of cur mourning would be, for the most 
part, ended. 

oO 


“Unto you the tidings 
Of great joy belong.” 
oO 
Spirit of love, help us to find and then 
give the real gifts that this season suggests 
to the. world. The gifts are thine, O God. 
And the glory that they prompt is, to thee. 
Let the world find its joy—the abiding joy 
of the greatest gift, even Christ. Amen. 
ERNEST D. GILBERT. 
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Evangelism and Life Service 


Rev. McD. Howsare, Executive Secretary 





A Thrilling Campaign 

T this writing we are engaged in an 

evangelistic campaign in Green Town- 
ship, Shelby County, Ohio. The meetings 
are being held in the high school auditorium 
of the Township Centralized School. The 
superintendent of the school kindly gave 
us his office for Kingdom Enlistment Week 
headquarters. Three Christian churches are 
Iccated in this township and they united in 
evangelistic effort at the schoolhouse. 

After the usual days of preparation in se- 
curing the list of prospects, listing them, 
training and arranging teams, a company 
of about forty teams went out yesterday to 
interview the three hundred and seventy- 
five prospects listed. When these workers 
checked up last night they found that sixty- 
seven decisions had been obtained on the 
first day cf the campaign of visitation, with 
many others yet to see, and the spirit of 
victory in all interested parties. 

’ What the end will be, no one knows. It 
is one of the finest campaigns yet conducted. 
It stands out unique in the history of rural 
evangelism. 

We go to Muncie, Indiana, January 2 to 





Stewardship and Promotion 


Warren H. Denison, Secretary 





The New Bureau 


OUR secretary is pleased tc “have as his 

associates on the Bureau of Christian 
Stewardship and Promotion two such breth- 
ren as were elected by the General Board. 

Dr. E. A. Watkins is Stewardship Secre- 
tary of the Central Convention, and his 
stewardship interest is well known. 

Mr. Perry G. Yantis is one of the workers 
in our Troy, Ohio, Church. He was one of 
the speakers at the men’s meeting at Ur- 
bana, and is on the new Board of Finance 
of the Convention. 


At White Heat 

HE Stewardship campaign is at its 

height. Literature is in demand, “hurry 
and send,” calls are coming in for enroll- 
ment cards for tithers, and wall charts for 
lists of tithers. Sermons are being given 
and stewardship study classes are in swing 
now. Your secretary is speaking at Ad- 
vance, Indiana; Lebanon, Indiana; Colum- 
bus, Ohio; and conducting institutes. Some 
churches and pastors are as yet not co-op- 
erating in this stewardship period. We hope 
they will nct rob their people of its value. 


Money and the Kingdom 


Rev. Arthur H. Fielder, president of the 
Rockingham Conference, makes a strong ap- 
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peal to our brotherhood and especially to the 
people of his own conference. We give you 
his own words: 


Everything is involved in our giving our- 
selves to God—cur entire life for all eter- 
nity. It begins at once, with our present 
happiness ‘and our real prosperity: in this 
world, and it keeps on forever. 

We know that this self-giving begins in 
the heart and goes on through all the out- 
ward life. 

It includes the giving of our money, our 
time, our thought, cur plans, all that we 
have and all that we are. Giving is a fund- 
amental of the Christian life. Especially it 
means the giving of money, because money is 
the simplest and most common crystalliza- 
tion of life. Money is the great necessity 
for the progress of the church—consecrated 
money. 

The Bible tells us how to give, and the 
how is mcre important than the how much. 

The Old Testament tells the how; read 
if you will, Malachi 38:7-10. And again 
Christ said of tithing in Luke 11:42, “This 
ought ye to have done.” We are not to tithe 
in the spirit of the Pharisees, but in that 
of Christ. It is true that we should regard 
all our possessions as God’s instead of mere- 
ly the tenth of it. 

We find, however, that the special dedi- 
caticn of one-tenth of our income to God 
helps us to use for him all our possessions. 
It is a great joy always to have money in the 
Lord’s treasury. 

No one that begins tithing regrets it or 
wants to stop the practice. 

Tithing would solve all the many diffi- 
culties of the Christian Church. 

I would that every member of cur denom- 
ination would face this question squarely, 
“Shall I be a tithe-payer?” 

Then when you have allowed God to lead 
you out where you will answer in the af- 
firmative, a joy unspeakable will come into 
your soul, blessings without number will be 
yours. While we dc not become tithe-pay- 
ers for the benefits that may come to us, 
they do come; for we have learned to put 
first things first, and as a result of our 
stewardship these manifold blessings are 
ours. 

What I covet for our entire denomination. 
I especially ask for the members cf our 
Rockingham Conference. Dear Christian 
people, shall we not recognize our just debt 
to God, the tithe, and pay it promptly? The 
tithe is for the extension of the Kingdom 
throughout the world. It is the Lord’s. 


Shall we nct return to the Lord his own. 





The General Convention 


Rev. J. F. Burnett, D. D., Secretary 





E Call to the churches for the annual 

offering to the Convention Fund will be 
in the hands of pastors and church clerks 
by the time this issue of The Herald reaches 
its readers. The Call has been prepared by 
Rev. Warren H. Denison, Secretary of the 
General Convention, who takes official 
charge of the secretary’s office on January 
1, 1927, and to him the offering should be 
remitted. The Call is prepared in the Doc- 
tor’s usual good style, and should receive 
a hearty response from all our churches. 
The plans of the Convention, if made effect- 
ive, will require the co-operation of all our 
pastors and churches. Let it be remembered 
that the Convention is almost wholly de- 
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pendent upon this offering for the neces- 
sary outlay of the work, and that the amount 
contributed will determine quite largely the 
extent of useful activities in which the Con- 
vention can engage. If you want your serv- 
ants to do good work, you should furnish 
them with the means with which to work. 


HE Proceedings of the General Conven- 
tion of the Christian Church, and of The 

Christian Publishing Association, meeting 
at Urbana, Illinois, October, 1926, are now 
in print, and ready for mailing to those who 
desire them. It is a book of four hundred 
pages, neatly printed, well bound, and 
stitched. It contains: 

The full minutes of the Convention as 
read and adopted. 

The full minutes of The Christian Pub- 
lishing Association. 

The names and post-office addresses of all 
the members, and the names of the confer- 
ence they represented. 

The names and posi-office addresses of all 
the officers of the Convention and The 
Christian Publishing Association. 

The repcrts of the committees, as read to 
the Convention, and the action of the Con- 
vention thereon. 

The constitution and by-laws of the Con- 
vention and The Christian Publishing Asso- 
ciation. 

The full report of the Woman’s Mission 
Board. 

A report of the Young People’s Congress. 

A full report of each department of the 
Convention, and many other historical items 
of great value to anyone connected with 
the Christian Church, and the plans of the 
General Convention. 


The supply is limited, and will soon be ex- 
hausted. You can sectire a copy for fifty 
cents. The cheapest postage on any yet 
mailed out has been thirteen cents. The 
actual cost of the book, to have printed and 
bound, is above four dollars a volume, and 
yet one volume, with the added cost of post- 
age, may be had for fifty cents. Order 
from the Convention Secretary, or The 
Christian Publishing Association. 


Do Not Be Deceived 


HE Christian Church has not organized 
a local society at Fort Thomas, Kentucky. 
It is not building a meeting house there; 
and more, it has no notion whatever of do- 
ing so. And yet a letter is being mailed to 
fraternal sccieties, and members of churches, 


the stationery bearing the words: 
First CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


Fort Thomas, Kentucky 

This letter sets forth the need of a church 
at Fort Thomas, and asks for contributions 
to build a house of worship. The church 
may be needed, though the letter states that 
in North Fort Thomas there are -several 
churches, and that three of them have well 
appointed buildings. There can be no ob 
jection to organizing an additional church at 
Fort Thomas, nor in building a house in 
which it might worship, nor in asking peo- 
ple to contribute to so worthy a cause,, but 
most certainly it should not lead people to 
believe that it is a certain kind of church, 
when it is another. There is no question in 
the writer’s mind as to this church being 
Christian in spirit, and in character, but 
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when it announces the name Christian 
Church, it is altogether likely to lead some 
folks astray. Without further words, I re- 
peat that the Christian Church is not or- 
ganizing a local society at Fort Thomas, 
Kentucky, nor is it soliciting funds for build- 
ing purposes there, and that it has no no- 
tion whatever of doing so, at least not during 
the next quarter of a century. 









Woman’s Work 


Mra. Emma 8. Powers 
General Secretary-Treasurer 





Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 
to all of our Mission workers. 


His Gift and Mine 


Over against the treasury, 
He sits who gave himself for me. 
He sees the coppers that I give 
Who gave his life that I might live. 
He sees the silver I withhold 
Who left for me his throne of geld, 
Who found a manger for his bed, 
Who had nowhere to lay his head, 
He sees the gold I clasp so tight, 
And I am debtor in his sight. 
—Edith B. Gurley. 


John 3:16 


1. Amazing Love. 

“God so loved the world “gj 

Love’s Expression. 

“that he gave his only begotten Son 
” 





to 


Love’s Extent. 

“that whosoever. ‘ 
Love’s Condition. 
“believeth on him “4 
Love’s Rescue. 
“should not perish 
Love’s Reward. 
“but have everlasting life.” 


—Christian Endeavor World. 


’ 
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Foreign Missions in Battle Array 


An endless line of splendor, 
These troops with heaven for home, 
With creeds they go from Scotland, 
With incense go from Rome. 
These, in the name of Jesus, 
Against the dark gods stand, 
They gird the earth with valor, 
They heed their King’s command. 


Onward the line advances, 
Shaking the hills with power, 
Slaying the hidden demons, 
The lions that devour. 
Nc bloodshed in the wrestling,— 
But souls new-born arise— 
The nations growing kinder, 
The child-hearts growing wise. 


What is the final ending? 
The issue, can we know? 
Will Christ outlive Mohammed? 
Will Kali’s Altar go? 
This is our faith tremendous,— 
Our wild hope, who shall scorn,— 
That in the name of Jesus 
The world shall be reborn! 
—From Collected Poems of Vachel Lindsey. 
(Macmillan) . 
oO 


“Opportunity never knocks at the door of 
the chronic knocker, nor wastes time on the 
unprepared.” 
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concerning it. 


trick, without moral culpability. 


hundred copies. 





Sunday, January Sixteenth 
BY REV. F. G. COFFIN, D. D. 
President of The General Convention of the Christian Church 


The Administrative Committee of The Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America calls our attention to the significance of the above date 
as the anniversary of the adoption of the Federal Prohibition Amendment 
and suggests that the churches give appropriate recognition of the occasicn. 
It affords an excellent opportunity to emphasize the moral and spiritual issues 
involved in the prohibition movement and the responsibilities of Christians 


The day can well be used fcr education in higher ideals of Christian 
citizenship. The “sccfflaw” element is doing all possible to break down the 
dignity of law and weaken respect for the Constitution. An effort to laugh 
the prohibition law out is evident. Its evasion is being held up as a smart 


Many church people have been assuming that the victory is won and have 
relaxed effort. A new moral fervor must be created in order to hold what 
has been won. Though temperance education should have a different emphasis 
as to program, it is as much needed as ever before. 

The latest booklet on the subject, and one of a very high order, is “Yes, 
It’s the Law and It’s a Good Law,” by Nolan R. Best, and is procurable for 
distribution from the office of The Federal Council of the Churches of Christ 
in America, 105 East Twenty-second Street, New York, at ten dollars per 


In view of the amount of “wet” propaganda now in circulation, a wide 
reading of this booklet will be of great benefit. 











Christian Education 


Dr. W. A. Harper, Secretary 





HE Secretary of the Young People’s Di- 

vision of the Department of Christian 
Education, Miss Lucy M. Eldredge, repre- 
sented the Department in a series of inter- 
denominational conferences held in Cleve- 
land, Ohio, from December 7 to 11. On the 
seventh and eighth Miss Eldredge attended 
the sessions of the interdenominational 
Young People’s Commission, of which she 
is a member. The Commission represents 
leaders in young people’s societies of all 
churches of America, including the Baptist 
Young People’s Union, Luther League, 
Young People’s Christian Union, Epworth 
League (North and South), Christian En- 
deavor, and other similar organizations. 
The Commission is the body which plans the 
topics used in Christian Endeavor Societies 
in our churches, and the 1928 topics fcr 
Senior, Intermediate, ani Junior Societies 
were approved at this session. Summer 
schools, conferences, and camps for young 
people were discussed in detail, and the 
agencies represented reported a total of 587 
summer conferences for ycung people in 
1926, with an enrollment of 112,225. 

On December 9, Miss Eldredge attended 
the Executive Committee meeting of the 
Young People’s Work Professional Advisory 
Section of the International Council of Re- 
ligious Education. This meeting was called 
to plan for a meeting of the Section in Chi- 


cago in February, which includes in its mem- 
bership all professional workers with young 
people in States and provinces and denomi- 
nations. The outstanding matter to be con- 
sidered at the coming meeting will be ma- 
terial submitted by the Committee on Chris- 
tian Life Program for Youth, which has 
been working for months to present mate- 
rial helpful in the Christian education of 
youth. The work of this committee has 
marked a most progressive step in young 
people’s work, when representatives of de- 
nominations, States, Christian Endeavor, 
Young Men’s Christian Association, and 
Young Women’s Christian Association, and 
leaders in university education have come 
together to plan one Christian program for 
youth. 

On December 10 and 11, the annual meet- 
ing of the Field Secretaries of Christian En- 
deavor was held in Cleveland, a union whcih 
includes in its membership both Christian 
Endeavor secretaries and denominational 
leaders in churches which recognize Chris- 
tian Endeavor as their official ycung peo- 
ple’s society. In addition to reports of C. E. 
progress and plans for progressive work, 
much time was given to planning for the 
International Christian Endeavor Conven- 
tion to be held in Cleveland, July 2-7, 1927. 
All leaders prophesied large delegations 
from their sections. Dr. Daniel A. Poling, 
President of the United Society of Christian 
Endeavor, was present and addressed the 
group. Dr. Poling has sent out the follow- 
ing Call to Prayer for the Cleveland Con- 
vention: 


Let every Christian Endeavor society in 
North America and every Christian Endeav- 
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orer make “Cleveland 1927” a subject of 


constant prayer. Let us unite our hearts 
in every service and let us join each other 
daily in the Quiet Hour for this convoca- 
tion of Christian youth, that may well mark 
the opening of a new epoch in Christian 
service and fellowship. 

“Pray Through” was the heart cry of one 
who had learned in unceasing vigils the po- 
tency of prayer. “Pray Through fcr Cleve- 
land” is the word I give you now. 


Many Christian Church youth will be in- 
terested in this great Christian Endeavor 
gathering, and we are confidently looking 
forward to a great group of Christian 
Church young people in Cleveland, July 2-7, 
1927. 

Dayton, December 30, 31 

N the last two days of December, 1926, 

a group of Young People’s Congress 
leaders will meet in Dayton. Early replies 
indicate that it will be a group representing 
many sections of our church. Any leaders 
who desire further information regarding 
this conference may secure the same from 
our Christian Education Office, C. P. A. 
Building, Dayton, Ohio. Leaders from con- 


ference planning in the near future to chal- 
lenge their young pecple through a Young 
People’s Congress will be most welcome in 
this meeting. 





Foreign Missions 


Wilson P. Minton, Secretary 





HE newly formed Foreign Mission Board 

met in annual session at Dayton on No- 
vember 30, and continued through several 
sessions during the two days that followed. 
The new members of the board are Dr. E. 
A. Watkins, Urbana, Illinois; Dr. J. O. At- 
kinson, Elon College, North Carolina; and 
Mr. Lee Harvey, Conneaut, Ohio. The lat- 
ter was detained from this first meeting by 
a fall just before he planned to start, and 
his presence was greatly missed. The other 
two new members together with the re- 
elected members, Dr. Fletcher, Mrs. Morrill, 
and the secretary, were present for all ses- 
sions. 

This Department has outlined a compel- 
ling program of advance for the year 1927. 
It is not too much for the Christian Church 
to undertake for the redemption of that 
part of the world for which we are respon- 
sible, but it will take the backing of every 
pastor and every member to bring it to 
pass. The splendid support of so many last 
year enabled us to come to this board meet- 
ing out of debt, and it was the sense of the 
board that the church wanted to go forward 
with a Foreign Mission program that would 
really challenge the whole church as never 
before. We are giving sc very little to For- 
eign Missions as compared to what other de- 
nominations are giving per member that we 
feel that this is the year to take a real step 
forward in our support of overseas work. 

Accordingly the budget of this department 
for 1927 was set at $75,356, but this is far 
below the actual needs if the work is to be 
pushed as it shculd, for the total estimates 
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5. 0. S. CALL 


CHRISTMAS GIFT OFFERING 


T0 
Franklinton Christian College 


30,000 MEMBERS 
OF THE 


NEGRO CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


Need the Trained Leadership Now Being 
Educated at Franklinton. 
Owe Them a Chance. 


WE NEED $10,000 
IMMEDIATELY 


The General Board has authorized this 
S. O. S. call for a Christmas offering, 
December 26, in every church. 
emergency call which must be met. Send 
all offerings to Dr. W. A. Harper, Elon 


We 


It is an 








from the two fields really amounted to 
$99,163.04. In last week’s) Herald we gave 
the adopted recommendations of the Gen- 
eral Convention of which one called for the 
“doubling of our budget for an appropria- 
tion to Fcreign Missions” during the com- 
ing four years. We have assumed that this 
means that the church wishes us to come to 
the next quadrennial session showing that 
by that time the regular giving for this 
work has been doubled. This would mean 
a gain of twenty-five percent each year of 
quadrennium, and the budget of $75,356 for 
the coming year is based on that principle. 
We took the Convention at its word and 
mean to do our part if you will do yours. 
If you will give us the amount asked for, 
we will try this year to carry out some really 
great undertakings fcr our overseas work. 
Among them will be the effort to send Miss 
Victoria Adams, who was placed under ap- 
pointment, to Porto Rico next fall, and also 
to send Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher to Japan at 
the same time. This also is in line with the 
recommendation of the General Convention 


that we should increase cur working force 
on the field, both native and foreign, by 
ten percent each year. We intend to leave 
nothing undone to carry out this expressed 
desire of the Convention. 

Another very vital undertaking for this 
year is that of giving to three of our mis- 
sionary families their well-earned furloughs. 
We want tc bring the Mortons home next 
spring and give them a short summer course 
in a missionary training school, and we 
want also to bring the Woodworths home 
in the spring for their regular furlough. 
While Dr. Woodworth will reach the retir- 
ing age of seventy during his furlough, the 
Japan Mission has urged that if his health 
will permit, he be returned tc the field, and 
we hope this can be done, as he is greatly 
needed over there. Both these furloughs 
are now overdue and for the sake of the 
future work these faithful servants must be 
given this change. Then the Barretts are 
to come home next fall after the Mortons re- 
turn to Porto Rico. All this is vital tc the 


prov» and efficient care of the work, and 
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we just must make it possible by furnishing 
the necessary funds. 

Next week we will tell of some of the 
other plans made by the Foreign Mission 
Board in which we are sure you will be very 
much interested. 





Home Missions 


Omer S. Thomas, Secretary 





SHALL officially cease my work as the 

the Home Mission Secretary the last day 
of January. Until that time all official pa- 
pers will be signed by me. However Brother 
Sparks will be on the job at the time that 
this is in the hands of the readers. From 
now on all correspondence relative to the 
work of home missions should be addressed 
to Rev. A. W. Sparks, C. P. A. Bldg., Day- 
ton, Ohio. 

I bespeak for Brother Sparks the same 
fine co-operation that I have had in the 
work here. I want to thank those whe have 
expressed to me their kind appreciation of 
our friendship. 


From Secretary to Pastor 

T may be early for me to say anything 

in the way of comparison of the types 
of service I am entering, and am leaving, 
but it is with not a bit of feeling of sadness 
that I am looking forward to the work into 
which I am entering. I shall miss the fine 
fellowship and some of the friends whom 
I have had in the broader field of service, 
but I shall have new and, in many instances, 
closer friends. There is that in the pastor- 
ate which has compensations that I have 
missed for years, and to which I am looking 
forward with fine anticipations. Having 
been in the pastorate for seventeen years 
before I went into the home mission office, 
I know very well what are to be many of 
the experiences into which I shall go, some 
cf which I know will be hard. I am not 
thinking of that side so much, only that I 
am very glad that there are to be some hard 
things and some hard work. Work and 
plenty of it, is the salvation of the youthful 
spirit that keeps us along with the times. 

The compensation of love and apprecia- 
tion one finds in the ministry is that which 
makes that professicn one of the finest to 
which it is possible to give one’s life. I 
wish that all the young folks who are con- 
sidering their life work could be able to 
know the joy of these wonderful compensa- 
tions. 

People are glad to share their joys and 
their scrrows with their pastor, and then 
in return for the fellowship that he gives 
to them in the deeper experiences of their 
lives, they pay him in beautiful love. There 
is no finer thing that can come to the life 
of anyone than to be loved and to know that 
it has been possible to make somebody happy 
or comforted. 

For all of these reasons and for the sake 
of staying at home a lot of the time, I am 
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anticipating in no unhappy spirit the work 
into which I am entering. 

Give the New Secretary a Good Start 

The financial condition of the home mis- 
sion treasury is gcing to make the work for 
the new secretary much more difficult, as 
he will have to give a great deal of atten- 
tion to raising the deficit. I am hoping that 
he may have every pastor of the denomina- 
tion behind him in this effort so that his 
administration may start off in a better 
way. 
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It will be some months before the time 
for the Home Mission Offering, but the 
budget system should begin at once. By 
this time every one in the church knows 
something of the plans for the every-mem- 
ber canvass and the weekly giving. If every 
church were to adopt the system as recom- 
mended by the action of the General Con- 
vention, and do it at once, I am sure that 
it would relieve the situation and give great 
enccuragement to the work of Brother 
Sparks. 


The Christian a Follower of Jesus 
THE UNIFORM LESSON FOR SUNDAY, JANUARY 2, 1927 
Mark 1:16-20; 2:13-17; I John 2:6 


BY REV. W. P. FLETCHER, D. D. 
Adult Division Secretary of the Department of Christian Education 


Golden Text—He saith unto him, Follow 
me. And he arose and followed him.—Mark 
2:14. 





HOME DAILY READINGS 


Monday, December 27—Followers of Je- 
sus. Mark 1:16-20. 

Tuesday, December 28—Discipleship Ac- 
cepted. Acts 9:1-9. 

Wednesday, December 29—Discipleship 
Refused. Matt. 19:16-26. 

Thursday, December 30—The Vine and 
the Branches. John 15:1-10. 

Friday, December 31—Supreme Love for 
Christ. Matt. 10:34-42. 

Saturday, January 1—Disciples Reward- 
ed. Matt. 19:23-30. 

Sunday, January 2—Christ Becoming a 
Servant. Phil. 2:5-11. 











WORSHIP PROGRAM 


Model Prayer—By whole school. 


Hymn—‘‘Lead on, O King Eternal,’’ No. 
178 in “‘Worship and Song.” 


How Jesus called his disciples—Told by the 
pastor. 


Prayer—By superintendent. Thanks for last 
year and what was done for Jesus; prayer 
for forgiveness for its sins and mistakes, 
and for grace to follow Jesus so closely 
throughout the year that his plans may be 
fully carried out. 


Hymn—"'Follow Me, the Master Said,’’ No. 
128 in “Worship and Song.” 

Superintendent—Motto and goal for the 
year. 


Secretary—Largest and smallest regular at- 
tendance last year, average attendance for 
each quarter and for the year. 


Hymn—"I Would Be True,” page 18 in 
“Orders of Worship.” 


Lesson Study. 


Living in the Jesus Way 


OR six months we are to study in the 

New Testament. The first quarter we 
are to study of Jesus with particular refer- 
ence to how he lived. We will be interested 
to discover how he did things, how he met 
situations, how he overcame temptation, how 
he sought to get the world’s work donc. 
And we seek this nct for the sake of psych- 
ological research, but that we as followers 
of his may know how to accomplish, over- 


come temptation, meet situations, and live 
like Jesus every day. During the second 
quarter we are to make a study of Peter 
to find out what Jesus can do with folk 
like us. 


Simon and Andrew at Work 


At the Christmas time we were prcbably 
reminded that the message of Jesus’ coming 
was sent to shepherds at work “watching 
their flocks.” Jesus is starting out on his 
public ministry now and he must have those 
who will carry on for him. So he goes to 
those who are at work. The call of Jesus 
is to “whcsoever,” and yet in a wonderful 
way, if he has some special work to do, he 
goes to the simple hearted and‘ the toilers. 
The ministry is very largely recruited from 
this class for work at home or abroad. The 
leisure and privileged class become so soph- 
isticated and so prejudiced that it is hard 
for them to hear the vcice of Jesus, or un- 
derstand the sweetness of his message— 
“Except ye become as a little child, ye can- 
not enter in.” 


Come Ye After Me 


It is not so much after his doctrine or 
ritual, but it was a challenge to follow Jesus 
as a person. That is the call for today. 
But we cannot follow a leader unless we 
know where he is, and where he is going, 
and what he is dcing, and what he plans 
to do. So if we are to follow Jesus in any 
worth while sense, we must seek to know 
these things of him. Really what is the di- 
rection of his going? Thus these three 
months we are to study to find these things 
out that we may really follow Jesus. 


Fishers of Men 


As indicated during his life on earth, 
what was the great cbjective of Jesus? “To 
seek and to save the lost,” “That ye may 
have life,” are really but different ways of 
saying the same thing. Man is 4 spiritua) 
being living in an animal body, and Jesus 
came to get men to seek first his Kingdom 
(the spiritual), and his righteousness (right 
doing). He would have men fished from 
the lower and lifted to the higher. But 
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after showing us the way, he went away 
and left the work to us, under his divine 
direction. So Jesus needs us as followers 
tc carry on our work, and we need him as 
leader to show us the way up to our spirit- 
ual heritage, and to worth while living. 


Dropping the Nets and Leaving Father 


So many excuses are given by people in 
this land where Jesus is known for not be- 
coming his followers. Even where they are 
not given as an excuse, they become obstacles 
in the way. People are so busy with their 
nets, or they are sc influenced by members 
of their own family, or by some one near 
to them, that they do not enlist as his fol- 
lowers. These men dropped their nets and 
left their father. This does not mean that 
we must leave our regular occupation or our 
friends to beccme followers of Jesus, al- 
though at times it does involve that. If we 
are in a legitimate employ or in helpful as- 
sociation, we may do the work of Jesus 
right where we are. But it does assuredly 
mean that these things must never be used 
as an excuse for keeping us from fully fol- 
lowing Jesus. 


At Once 


In the Gospel written by Mark, the word 
“straightway” is used many times. Dr. Mof- 
fatt translates the Greek word “at once.” 
Religion must be put first. If we dillydally 
about other things, we probably will not 
come at all. When God calls you, whether 
to redemption or to the carrying on of some 
task for him, come at once. To delay has 
meant in millicns of cases that they have 
never come at all, and so have never become 
followers at all. 


Levi 


This man had two names, and we are 
more familiar with his other name, Mat- 
thew. He was a collector of Roman taxes 
from the Jews and so was despised by those 
of his own race. So when Jesus goes out 
cf his way to call this man as his follower 
and to enter his home as a guest and to 
fellowship with others of his class, he 
shocked the Jews of the upper ten. Jesus 
then and now just would not be bound by 
conventions of society, or by party prej- 
udices. A man is a man to him, and the 
more needy he is, the more he becomes the 
object of Jesus’ eagerness to help him. 


Live as He Lived 


If we are going to live in America, let us 
accept American citizenship, talk their lan- 
guage, live out their ideals. If we are go- 
ing to be Christians and follow Jesus, let 
us go where he goes, serve as he serves, 
love the lost as he loves, live as he lived, and 
give our lives a ransom as he did. 


oO 


The true way to cbserve Christmas is to 
throw open the door of your heart and let 
Jesus come in, as a Joy-bringer. A genuine 
Christmas joy is in loving Christ, and in 
loving them because Christ loved them;—it 
is in doing good to others and so having a 


+ 





THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


Christmas all the year round. We cannct 
create songbirds, but we can provide cages 
and food for them, and fill our dwellings 
with their music. So we cannot create the 
spiritual blessings which Jesus offers; but 
they will be ours if we provide heart-room 
for them. The birds of Peace and Joy will 
fly in if we set the door and windows cf 


‘our souls open to the Christmas Christ.— 


Theo. L. Cuyler. 


When Christmas Cards Were 
Invented 


GENERAL JOHN A. GUNN of Toronto, 

with the help of Miss Marjorie Sankey, 
a Canadian artist, has been looking up the 
history of Christmas cards as a means of 
sending out seasonal greetings of affection 
or friendship, and he has contributed to The 
Canadian Printer and Publisher, also cf 
Toronto, the results of these investigations. 

What is believed to be the first Christmas 
card, in the modern sense of the phrase, is 
now carefully preserved in the British Mu- 
seum. The idea of manifesting good will in 
this way seems to have come as something 
new to Sir Henry Cole of the Londen Rec- 
ord Office in 1846, and he persuaded his 
friend J. C. Horsley, Royal Academician, to 
make the design. It is a sort of three-divi- 


OUR GIFTS TO HIM 


THAT shall we bring to thee, O Lord? 
The kings who came of old, 
Laid softly on thy cradle rude 
Their myrrh, and gems, and gold. 


“Thy martyrs gave their hearts’ warm blood, 
Their ashes strewed thy way; 
They spurned their lives as dreams and dust, 
To speed thy coming day. 


“Thou know’st of sweet and precious things 
My store is scant and small, 

Yet wert thou here in want and woe, 
Lord, I would give thee all.” 


There came a voice from heavenly heights; 
“‘Unclose thine eyes and see, 
Gifts to the least of those I love 
Thou givest unto me.” 
—Rose Terry Cooke. 
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sion picture, with three groups of happy 
people on it, gay with red, yellow, and blue, 
and bears the inscription: “A Merry Christ- 
mas and a Happy New Year to You.” It 
would be regarded as decidedly crude ncwa- 
days, but a thousand copies of it were made 
and sent out. 

The Christmas card habit, however, did 
not get a firm hold on the English until 
1871, when one Raphael Tuck took hold of 
the idea, caused many designs to be made, 
and began to pay for short poems to put cn 
them. He secured the services of several 
eminent men, as well as those of many hack 
writers, and to the more famous writers he 
gave big fees. To Tennyson he offered 1,000 
guineas for a dozen verses, but the laureate 
was not tempted. 

Since Tuck’s day the manufacture of 
Christmas cards has become in many lands 
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an industry almost deserving to be called 
important because of the money invested in 


it and the employment it provides. The 
cards meet a real need, and fill it better, 
probably, than anything else does. It is 
doubtful, however, if the receipt of one ever 
gives anybody much of a thrill, except when 
it comes in place of an expected present, and 
then the thrill is one cf disappointment. 
mixed with resentment. They clutter up 
desks or tables for a few days, and then they 
are thrown away, by most persons.—The 
New York Times. 


Because It Is Right 
By Mrs. Nester Noel 

DoelNG right because it is right, and for 

the sake of the God of right alone, is 
the only right rule of life. It was the glory 
of Christ’s life that it was a life of per- 
fect right-doing. He perfectly fulfilled all 
righteousness. He could say of his life be- 
fore God: “I do always those things that 
are pleasing to him.” By his perfect right- 
doing he proved to men his participation 
in the divine nature, which is Right. “The 
very works that I do,” he declared, “bear 
witness of me that the Father hath sent 
me.” Our Lord did only what was right, 
and he showed himself to be the Son of 
God by the way he infallibly discovered and 
unfailingly did that which was perfectly 
right. 

This must be our fundamental law. It is 
right to ask advice of others, to consider 
their views, to measure the consequences 
of different courses of action. We should 
leave no means of inquiry or investigation 
unused in order to be sure of what is right. 
But, once we have found it, we are to do it 
just because it is right, not because of what 
others say about it, or because of what its 
consequences may be. Friends may counsel 
against our folly. They did in the case of 
Christ. The consequences of what we do 
may be disastrous. They were in Jesus’ 
case. But all of this is of no significance 
whatever. What is right is the thing to be 
considered.—From Seeking the Mind of 
Christ, by Robert E. Speer. 


o 


Good will is what the old world needs to- 
day in a sovereign sense; we need better 
business and more of it; we need surer, 
steadier, permanent employment; we need 
more knowledge and we need more wealth, 
for this werld is still harassed among the 
overwhelming majority of mankind, by pov- 
erty and by the fear of want; and we need 
a deeper appreciation of beauty in art and 
in nature; but above all things else, we 
need good will,—good will that is not a mere 
fleeting mood among men, but one inspired 
by the constitution cf our nature as social 
beings and endorsed and supported by the 
Eternal Good Will.—George A. Gordon. 


oO 
The man who has begun to live more seri- 


ously within begins to live more simply 
without.—Phillips Brooks. 
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The Case of Nellie Flynn 
A Story 


BY SUSAN HUBBARD MARTIN 


GHE was the scrub woman in the Graham 

Block. A little thin woman with stoop- 
ing shoulders and a sullen face. She never 
smiled and would have been discharged long 
before because of her unpleasant demeanor, 
had it not been fcr the excellence of her 
work. There was no block cleaner or better 
kept than the one in which she labored. Her 
hands were knotted and water soaked, and 
under her grey wisps of hair her eyes were 
always stormy and rebellicus. People in the 
block avoided her—and she in turn avoided 
them. 

And then going home one night to the two 
bare little rooms where she'lived, she stepped 
on a stone, fell, and broke her ankle. She 
had no one belonging to her, and so they 
took her to the only place they could—a big 
city hospital where cases like hers were 
lcoked after. 

After the broken bone had been set and 
they had carried her back into the ward, 
the nurse could not help but be surprised at 
the expression on her face. It was so vin- 
dictive and rebellious. 

“No, I don’t want nothing,” she had said 
as she turned her face to the wall. And as 
the nurse moved away Nellie Flynn whis- 
pered fiercely, “There ain’t no God, there 
ain’t. If there was, he wouldn’t let a thing 
like this happen to me. Ain’t I slaved over 
my work? And now to come to this! There 
ain’t no God, there ain’t.” 

To the doctors and nurses she maintained 
the same ungracious sullen attitude. She 
never smiled. She never asked for things. 
She just laid there, an antagonistic force to 
all that was being said and done. 

The nurse spoke to the doctor about her 
one day. 

“That case of Nellie Flynn,” she began, 
“that little old woman in Ward Seventeen 
with the broken ankle, I can’t do much with 
her; her attitude of mind, I mean. She’s 
thoroughly embittered.” 

The doctor nodded. 

“Once in a while we meet with a case 
like hers, but there’s nothing to do—just 
make her as comfortable as you can, and ex- 
pect ingratitude and thanklessness. It’s all 
in the day’s work.” 

In Ward Number Seventeen, Nellie Flynn 
lying on her cot with the sullen look still cn 
her face, kept muttering to herself,’ There 
ain’t no God. If there was he wouldn’t have 
done this to me. He wouldn’t. I’ve never 
done any harm. I tried to do my work 
good, and then to have this. There ain’t 
no God.” 

It was November when the accident oc- 
curred, but the brcken bone was slow in 
healing, and she was still lying there in De- 
cember. And then on Christmas Eve, she 
had a visitor. A young, slender, beautiful 
girl wrapped in furs, Estelle Warren by 


name, who lived with her parents on the 
Avenue. 

She stopped at the cot on which Nellie 
Flynn lay. She smiled down upon her and 
even Nellie Flynn, hard as she was, was im- 
pressed and struck with her loveliness. 

“Your name is Mrs. Flynn, I believe,” 
she began gently. “Mine is Estelle War- 
ren, and I’m a member of the Park Avenue 
Church.” 

Nellie Flynn turned her face to the wall. 

“T’ve got no use for church members,” 
she said in a muffled voice,” there all hypo- 
crites.” 

Estelle Warren was silent a moment. 

“Perhaps not all of them,” she answered 
still gently. 

There was another silence. 

“Tomorrow will be Christmas,” she went 
on. “One of the nurses told me about you, 
and I ventured to bring you some Christ- 
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A CHRISTMAS WISH 


[™ purty glad ‘at I’m just ME 
Buhcause I'd surely hate to be 

A Twins! For then there’s two of you. 

Just think! Soon as your bath is 
through 

They just fill up th’ tub, an’ then 

They bathe an’ dry you once again. 


But when it comes to Christmas eve— 
W’y, ‘at’s th’ time ‘at I buhlieve 

I'd like to be a Twins, buhcause 

Ol’ fat an’ jolly Santy Claus 

Would haf to treat you double-nice, 
An’ fill your stockin’s for you TWICE! 


When I look at our Christmas tree, 
I wisht there was anuther me; 

I wisht 1 was two little boys, 

So we could trade all of our toys 
An’ trade ’em all back, one by one, 
An’ have just twice as much o’ fun. 


But when it’s Christmas dinner-time— 

W’y, when they ast th’ blessin’, I’m 

A-thinkin’ hard inside o’ me 

How mighty splendid it would be 

If, when ‘at dinner-time begins, 

I could be changed into a TWINS! 
—Wilbur D. Nesbit, in 

“Good Housekeeping.” 
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You will find them all in 








mas presents. 
this package.” 

Nellie Flynn turned over on her pillow 
and then Estelle Warren laid on the cot a 
package wrapped in white tissue paper. 

“Let me have that,” cried Nellie Flynn 
hoarsely, and, reaching out cne skeleton-like 
hand, she almost snatched it. 

When once she had it in her possession 
she hugged it as if it were a living thing. 

“Are you sure its mine?” she queried 
hoarsely. 

Estelle Warren smiled. 

“Yours and no one else’s.” 
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And then something happened. 

The mutinous vindictive look left Nellie 
Flynn’s face and a smile crept over it—a 
real smile. 

“Am I to open it?” she asked in a husky 
voice. 

And then Estelle Warren lifted her 
higher on her pillow—very carefully, with 
the package still clutched in her hands. 

“Surely you may,” she answered with a 
smile. 

Her hands trembled visibly but Nellie 
Flynn, scrub woman in the Graham Block, 
began slowly but surely to unwrap the white 
tissue paper about the package. And then 
she lifted out of it three things. A boudoir 
cap, lacy and delicate, a little leather Testa- 
ment, and a Christmas card. A Christmas 
card representing the little Christ child 
lying in the manger with his mother and 
the kneeling shepherds. 

Her eyes rested on the cap first. 

“Ain’t it pretty?” whispered Nellie 
Flynn. “Ain’t it pretty?” 

With a shaking hand she stroked it. 

“T’ve always wanted a cap like this,” she 
added tremulously, “Always.” 

She paused. 

“Since I broke my ankle I’ve laid here and 
said over and over again that there wasn’t 
any God. I’ve had _ thoughts—terrible 
thcughts. I’ve hated everybody. Every- 
thing I ever had has been taken away from 
me and now I’m only the scrub woman in 
the Graham Block—only that. When I’ve 
seen rich people coming and going I’ve hated 
them. I couldn’t smile—I had nothing to 
smile about. Life had cheated me and made 
of me only a scrub woman. At least that 
is what I’ve thought—but you, you’ve 
changed things.” 

She lIcoked at Estelle Warren. 

“You must be good, you must be a Chris- 
tian else you wouldn’t have come here. And 
because you have come, that terrible hard 
feeling in my heart has gone, and I am at 
peace with the world. It’s all right if I’ve 
had to suffer and toil. Who am I to dare 
to say there is no God? No God when there 
are angels cn earth, like you. It isn’t pleas- 
ant to visit the sick. Yet you are here this 
Christmas Eve, and I am asking God to 
bless you and to forgive me.” 

Estelle Warren stroked the knotted skele- 
ton-like little hand. It was very still in 
Ward Number Seventeen. 

And then she picked up the little leather 
Testament. 

“Wouldn’t you like me to read you the 
Christmas story?” she said. 

And Nellie Flynn nodded. 

And sitting there, Estelle Warren read 
in her clear, sweet voice the seccnd chapter 
of Luke. And as she finished, Nellie Flynn’s 
eyes were wet. 

“Angels then and angels now,” she whis- 
pered. “Praise the Lord!” 

She was silent a moment. 

“Will you help me on with my cap and 
then let me see how I look?” she asked. 
“T’ve always wanted one like this.” 

For answer, Estelle Warren adjusted the 

(Continued on page, sixteen) 
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The Children 


When Christmas Rolls Around 


O what a jolly feeling 
When Christmas rolls around, 
When holly decks the ceiling 
And merry sleigh bells sound! 
What fun is it to scurry 
Out in the falling snow 
While footsteps past us hurry, 
A-crunching as they go! 


The faces all are beaming, 
And everybody’s gay, 

As mid the winter gleaming 
We near the happy day. 

At last, on Christmas morning, 
We’re up at six o’clock, 

While presents hang adorning 
Or bulging from the sock. 


How glorious and jolly 
To cut the strings apart, 
With boxes all in holly 
To thrill a fellow’s heart! 
And when it’s time for dinner, 
We dine in merry cheer. 
Yes, Christmas is the winner 
Of all the happy year! 
—Lindsay George Lucas, in Christian Ad- 
vocate. 
The Snow Baby 
By Hilda Richmond 
OBERT and Margaret were going home 
from the little red schoolhouse, having 
a great deal of fun jumping into the drifts 
and trying to write their names with sticks 
in the soft snow. “Let’s play we are 
pioneers and are marking our trail,” said 
Robert. 

“Like the story Miss Agnes read to the 
history class this afternoon,” said Margaret. 

“What’s that bundle lying there in the 
field?” said Robert, returning out of breath 
from wading a deep drift. “It looks like 
fur or something.” 

Of course, they waded into the field and 
were astonished to find it was a little baby 
well wrapped in a fur robe and fast asleep. 
“A snow baby!” said Margaret, picking 
up the tiny bundle. “Maybe it came 
straight down from heaven with the snow- 
flakes.” : 

They hurried home, breathless with the 
work of carrying the bundle and the sur- 
prise of the whole thing. To think of going 
home from school on a lonely little road and 
finding a baby very much like their little 
baby sister at home! It seemed quite like 
a fairy story. 

Mrs. Dalton was just as much surprised 
as were the children. “Were there no 
tracks near the baby?” she asked. “Was 
nobody in sight? Had there been an acci- 
dent of any kind?” 

The children cculd only shake their heads 
to all questions. “Somebody is greatly wor- 
ried and will be searching for this dear 
little baby,” said Mrs. Dalton. “I will tele- 
phone to town and find out if there has 
been any accident.” 

“Please don’t!” cried Robert and Marga- 
ret. “We want to keep it ourselves.” 


“What if it were our baby?” asked their 
mother. 
Nobody 


in town had heard anything 





abcut an accident at the railroad crossing 
or about a baby being lost or stolen, so the 
children began to dance up and down with 
delight, thinking it would be theirs to keep. 

“What is that noise?” asked Mrs. Dalton, 
in the midst of the joyful hubbub. “It 
sounds like a dinner bell ringing.” 

It was not one dinner bell alone, but 
three or four all jangling at once from the 
farmhouses in the group across the fields. 
Presently the telephone jangled, too, and a 
woman’s voice at the other end of the line 
asked that Mr. Dalton and all the neighbors 
get out at once and help hunt the Parker 
baby. The woman was weeping and could 
hardly make herself understood, but there 
were broken words about children and sled 
and freezing cold and—but Mrs. Dalton 
waited to hear no more. 

“We have the baby here, safe and sound,” 
she said. “The children found it in the 
field by the railroad track.” 


So the snow baby, still sleeping, was de- 
livered in a short time to the anxious moth- 
er. Mrs. Parker was ill and the baby had 
been staying with its grandmother for a 
few days, but she grew so homesick to see 
her baby that she sent Bob and Julia with 
their little sled tc bring the little girl home 
at least for a few hours. How it happened 
they never knew, but when they reached the 
farmhouse the little bundle was not there. 
It had probably bounced off in the soft snow 
when they went over a rough place in the 
field. The wind was drifting the snow and 
they could not follow their tracks back to 
the place where they had left the road. Of 
course, every one feared that the baby 
would be frozen when they found it, but 
it had never been wakened by the jolt. 

Mrs. Parker sent a message to Robert 
and Margaret, telling them how very thank- 
ful she was for their kindness. “I shall 
always think that you saved my baby’s 
life,’ she said. “I shall always call her 
my snow baby after this.” 

Kenton, Ohio. 


He Was a Gentleman 

FEW days ago I was passing through a 

pretty, shaded street where some boys 
were playing at baseball. Among their 
number was a little lame fellow, seemingly 
about twelve years old—a pale, sickly-look- 
ing child, supported on two crutches, who 
evidently found much difficulty in walking, 
even with such assistance. 

The lame boy wished to join the game, 
for he did not seem to see how his infirmity 
would be in his own way and how much 
it would hinder the progress of such an 
active sport as baseball. 

His companions very  good-naturedly 
tried to persuade him to stand at one side 
and let another take his place; and I was 
glad to notice that none of them hinted that 
he would be in the way, but that they all 
objected for fear he would hurt himself. 

“Why, Jimmy,” said one of them at last, 
“you can’t run, you know.” 
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“Oh, hush!” said another, the tallest in 
the party; “never mind; I’ll run for him,” 
and he took his place by Jimmy’s side, 


prepared to act. “If you were like him,” 
he said, aside to the other boy, “you 
wouldn’t want to be told of it all the time.” 

As I passed on I thought to myself: 
“That boy is a true gentleman.”—Selected. 


Fun With the Letters 
How can I amuse a sick boy, Dad? 
“Just how sick is he, Dick?” 

“It’s Jimmy Mason, and he’s in bed with 
a broken leg.” 

“Then he can sit up?’ 

“Oh, yes; he reads and writes and draws, 
and plays checkers, and all that.” 

“Try Alphabet Race. Each having a pad 
and pencil, see who can go the farthest 
along the alphabet, in writing a little story, 
in which the first word begins with A, the 
second with B, and so on. Unless you’re 
pretty clever, you’ll be stumped before 
you’re halfway tc Z.” 

“That sounds promising, Dad. Wait till] 
I get some paper—now! A Bad Cat Drank 
Eighty-Five Gallons—may I put Hof Ink, 
Dad?” 

“You may not! 
go in this game.” 

“Then I’m stuck at H.” 

“Very poor, indeed. Try again.” 

“A Baby Called Donald Edward Franklin 
Gray, Having In Jumping Kettles Lamed 
Many—er—what could be lame beginning 
with N, I’d like to know?” 

“Try once more.” 

“A Bey Called David Edgar Francis 
Goofus, Having Injured Jimmy Koster’s 
Lame Mother’s New Open Piano—er—Quit 
Rocking so—” 

“Terrifically.” 

“So Terrifically Under—Under—” 

“Various.” 

“Under Various Wonderful—” 

“I’ve just found one that will prolong the 
race—Xanthic, meaning ‘having a yellow 
color.’ ” 

“Whew! Under Various Wonderful Xan- 
thic—er—Yelping—er—Zithers!” 


Cockney English doesn’t 


“Bravc! But when you race with your 
friend, it won’t be fair to use any of those 
words, of course, as he will be new at the 
game. And try to put more sense in your 
sentence. After you’ve strained your intel- 
lects in that way, see what you can make 
of the letters of your own names.” 

“Like, Dick Is Certainly Keen—” 

“Hold up! Wait till you’re with Jimmy, 
and start together. Some very interesting 
sentences can be made from the names of 
great men. Once when I was ill, I made 
quite a lot of them. For instance, ABRA- 
HAM LINCOLN began—A Brave Right- 
eous And Holy American Martyr. See what 
you boys can do with the last name. Then 
take up GEORGE WASHINGTON, and 
bring me your results.” 

“T never knew that letters could be such 
fun.”—Wallace Dunbar Vincent, in “Say, 
Dad!’’ 
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The Case of Nellie Flynn 


(Continued from page fourteen) 





delicate, lacy, little cap on Nellie Flynn’s 
grey hair. Then she opened her handbag 
and took from it a little mirror and gave it 
into Nellie Flynn’s hands. 

“Now you can see yourself,” she said 
gaily. 

Just then the bells began to peal—the 
Christmas bells. 

Nellie Flynn lay there in her narrow cot, 
and from her face was gone that mutinous 
look. Instead, her expression was gentle 
and almost sweet. 

She lifted both thin hands and patted the 
boudoir cap. 

“It’s grand,” she murmured, “just grand, 
and I’ve always wanted one. I’ve said there 
is no God, but that isn’t true, fcr he has 
sent you to me.” 

She closed her eyes and folded her hands. 

“What was it you said the angels sang?” 

“Glory to God in the highest, on earth 
peace, good will to men,” answered Estelle 
Warren. 

Nellie Flynn nodded. 

“Peace, peace—yes, and from now on its 
going to be different. It’s Christmas and 
ycu have given me a cap, a Bible, and a 
card. No one ever remembered me before. 
Nobody cared whether I had a Christmas 
or not—nobody but you. Christmas, and in 
the manger lay the Christ child—and the 
shepherds came.” 

She paused and turned to Estelle War- 
ren. 

“It isn’t too late. Is it,” she questioned, 
“for me to make a beginning? I’ve had so 
much rebellion in my heart. I’ve hated you 
rich people. But now,” the bells pealed 
again and Estelle Warren suddenly leaned 
over her. 

“Listen,” she said, “they’re beginning to 
sing the carols.” 

Nellie Flynn nodded, still with that rapt 
look on her face. But as she feebly touched 
the pretty cap that covered her grey wisps 
of hair, she murmured, “There is a God. 
It’s Christmas and some one has given me 
gifts. Hand me that Christmas card, put 
the Bible where I can see it. And isn’t my 
cap pretty? Christmas time, Nellie Flynn, 
Christmas time. And listen,” her voice 
sank, “God has sent you a friend.” 

Golden, Colorado. 


The Christ We Forget 


(Continued from page seven) 

We need Christ especially at this time. He 
is our comfort, our hope, the soluticn of our 
problems. Charles Lamb well said that if 
Shakespeare walked into a room all would 
applaud, but if Christ should walk in all 
would kneel. From Shakespeare, Plato, 
Raphael, and Caruso we may receive both 
pleasure and profit, but they cannot bring 
to us the inestimable riches cf comfort and 
consolation in Christ. He knows us. He 
cares. He was tempted even as we are 
tempted. He was a man of sorrows and ac- 
quainted with grief. He has compassion 
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on us because he loves us. He calls us his 
friends, the sheep of his pasture, his little 
children. 

What is the greatest boon you and I can 
crave this Christmas, whether our hearts 
are glad or whether our hearts are sad? 
What is the supreme gift we could ask? The 
greatest boon we could crave, the supreme 
gift we could ask, is the gift of the Christ 
we fcrget. He could give us a million dol- 
lars or a magnificent home or great fame 
or the applause of men or the gift of health. 
But the privilege of his continuous presence 
in our hearts and to be made more like him 
in love and gentleness, in peace and patience, 
in long-suffering and joy, in humility and 
meekness, in truth and courage, in character 
and comeliness—is not this more tc be de- 
sired than gold or gain, than fame or for- 
tune, than the honors of this world, or even 
good health? 

If you and I let him in entirely as we 
celebrate this Christmas season, he will 
transform our heavy hearts into light 
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A SONG AT CHRISTMAS’ TIME 


At Christmas time, away from all 
The turmoil and the strife, 

The worry and the weariness, 
The droning cares of life— 

I love to wander back, in thought, 
To calm Judean plains, 

And catch the song the shepherds heard, 
That fell in heavenly strains. 


At Christmas time I love to rest 
With Wise Men from afar, 
Who brought to One their treasure-gifts— 
Gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
Naught was to them too precious, 
Nor distance was too great, 
Whose gifts were laid in holy awe 
And worship at his feet. 


If you would catch the sweetest song 
Of heaven at Christmas time, 

If you would, on this wondrous day, 
The richest Treasure find— 

Then learn from lowly shepherds 
Who watched through all the night; 

And Wise Men, patient pressing on, 
In heaven's guiding light. 


—Mrs. I. J. Spencer, in ‘World Call.” 


hearts; he will change our griefs intc gleam- 
ing joys; he will give us beauty for ashes 
and set our hopes on high; he will use our 
tears and great hurts in such magic fashion 
that we shall learn to regard them as friends 
and blessings instead of enemies and curses. 
The touch of his hand on curs is worth more 
than all the millions our poor planet can 
cffer. His presence in our hearts is more to 
be desired than all worldly gain. One word 
of approval from him is a grander posses- 
sion than kingdoms and empires. If we may 
place our hands in his and walk with him 
all the way to our Father’s house, is not this 
life’s supreme honor and its grandest 
chance? We shall do wondrous well if we 
let him into our hearts and held so fast to 
him that neither death nor life nor angels 
nor principalities nor things present nor 
things to come nor height nor depth ncr any 
other creature shall be able to separate us 
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from the Christ we forget.—Nashville Chris- 
tian Advocate. 


The Most Beautiful 
A Christmas Legend 


N that far-away night when the angels 

sang to the shepherds of Bethlehem, two 
little angels lingered behind when the others 
had gone back into heaven. Their guardian 
angel missed them, and flying swiftly down 
to earth again, he found them watching the 
sleeping lambs, with wonder and delight. 
“Come, little ones, come with me back tc the 
heavenly home,” he said, gently. But one 
of them asked eagerly: “Oh, dear brother, 
may we not stay a little longer? We want 
to see scme of the beautiful sights of earth. 
We have seen the darling lambs, and the 
shepherds caring so tenderly for them. That 
is surely one of the beautiful sights of 
earth.” “Yes, indeed it is,” said the guar- 
dian angel, “but there are other beautiful 
things that I can show you, if you really 
wish to stay for one day.” “Oh, we do! We 
do!” they cried together joyfully. 

Sc he took them first to the hillside, beside 
a quiet lake, and there they watched the sky 
turning to pearl, and amethyst, and tur- 
quoise, and fleecy clouds growing rosy and 
golden, and the whole reflected softly in the 
shining water. As the beams of the rising 
sun touched the summits of the snowclad 
mountains in the distance, one of the little 
angels said, “Surely, this is the most beau- 
tiful sights to be seen cn earth.” “Wait,” 
smiled the guardian angel. 

Then he took them swiftly over hills, and 
valleys, and plains, till they reached the 
shore of the great sea. There they watched 
the white-crest waves, rolling in upon the 
silver sands, and as far as eye could see 
stretched the blue waters of the mighty 
ocean, sparkling and dimpling in the sun, 
with white sails like birds in the distance. 
“Ts this the most beautiful sight?” asked the 
little angels. “Not quite,” replied the other. 

Swiftly again they flew, this time to a 
great city, and in the midst of if, upon a 
hill, stood a glorious temple, all white mar- 
ble and gold, with wonderful carved pillars, 
and courts filled with worshipers. The in- 
cense rose from the altars, and the sweet 
voices of children singing psalms of praise 
to God filled the air. “Tell us, dear brother, 
is not this the most beautiful sight in the 
world?” sighed the little angels in rapture. 
The angel smiled. “Many think so, but wait 
yet a little longer. 

This time they went more slowly, for the 
little angels were getting tired, and after a 
short journey they were glad to reach the 
little village on the side of the hill, near the 
fields from which they had started out so 
early that morning. It was twilight now, 
and a single star glowed like a lamp in the 
western sky. It grew darker in the streets 
of the little town, and the little angels 
pressed close to the side of their guide. He 
led them beyond the houses, to a cave in the 
rocky hillside, from which shone a ray of 




























light. “There can be nothing very beautiful 
in such a poor place,” thought the little 
angels. But they followed him in, and as 
they looked about, they could see the shad- 
owy forms of animals, gentle cows, and pa- 
tient donkeys, standing quietly in their 
places, and overhead the doves cooed softly. 

By the flickering light of the little lamp, in 
the farthest corner they could see two peo- 
ple, a man and a woman. The woman was 
lying upon a sort of mat, laid upon the hay, 
and the man knelt beside her. As the an- 


Meeting of the 


HE General Board of the Christian Church 

met in regular session in the chapel of 
The Christian Publishing Association build- 
ing, Dayton, Ohio, on Thursday, December 2, 
1926, at two o’clock of the afternoon. A call 
session had been held the day before for the 
purpose of completing the membership of the 
Board of Finance. Doctor F. G. Coffin, presi- 
dent of the General Convention, called the 
board to order, and Dr. A. E. Kemp, of Troy, 
led in prayer. Dr. Warren H. Denison, sec- 
retary-elect of the General Convention, was 
made assistant secretary for the session. The 
following-named committees were appointed: 


The ones marked with a * are yet to report. 
DENOMINATIONAL HANDBOOK 
A. M. Kerr, W. J. Hall, Lucy Eldredge, Clarence 
Defur. 
CONFERENCE BLANKS 
W. H. Denison, W. P. Minton, McD. Howsare, W. 
A. Harper, A. W. Sparks, H. E. Sims. 
BUREAU OF SOCIAL SERVICE 
A. E. Kemp, Mrs. Athella M. Howsare, W. P. 
Fletcher. 
TO WORK OUT DETAILS OF PUBLICATIONS 
W. G. Sargent, C. E. Huff, Hugh A. Smith, Martyn 
Summerbell, S. L. Beougher. 
STATUS OF ORPHANAGES 

E. A. Watkins, C. H. Rowland, C. G. Nelson, A. W. 


Hirby. 
ro ON THE BURNETT BENEFICIARY 


* 


* 


oe 


we 


Hermon Eldredge, P. V. Harris, McD. Howsare, W. 
W. Staley. 

PERMANENT ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

O. S. Thomas, W. P. Minton, W. G. Sargent, H. 
H. Short. 

MERGER WITH CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING AS- 
SOCIATION 

D. B. Atkinson. 

REGIONAL CONFERENCES 

O. W. Whitelock, Raymond G. Clark, A. W. Hurst, 
E. B. Flory. 

BUREAU OF MINISTERIAL SUPPLY 

W. P. Minton, A. W. Sparks, Hermon Eldredge. 
TO PREPARE ROLL OF CONFERENCE AND 
ee AND CONTINU- 
J. F. Burnett, A. G. Caris, Mrs. Alice V. Morrill, 
J. O. Atkinson, 


* 


* 


* 


* 


* 


The several boards of the Convention made 
report, the substance of which will appear in 
the departmental section of The Christian An- 
nual. During the consideration of the re- 
port of the Board of Publications it was voted 
that the word “treasurer” should be used in- 
stead of Financial Secretary; that all adver- 
tisements used in The Herald of Gospel Lib- 
erty must be approved by the editor; and that 
departmental editors and editorial assistants 
~must be approved by him. 

The General Board approved the nomina- 
tions submitted by the joint boards of Chris- 
tian Education and Publication and _ voted 
that they become the nominees of the General 
Board of the Trustees of The Christian Pub- 
lishing Association. The nominees as pre- 
sented are as follows: 


Dr. W. A. Harper, Chairman of Board, Editor of 
Journal of Christian Education, Editor-in-chief of 
Sunday-school Literature. 

Mr. Hermon Eldredge, Field Secretary Administra- 
tive Division, Editor Young People’s Quarterly, Editor 
Sunday School Herald, Managing Editor Sunday-school 
Literature, Associate Editor of Journal of Christian 
Education. 

Miss Lucy Eldredge, Field Secretary of the 
Young People’s Division, Associate Editor of Journal 
of Christian Education. 

Mrs. F. E. Bullock, Field Secretary and Editor of 
Children’s Division, Associate Editor of Journal of 
Christian Education. 

Dr. S. Q. Helfenstein, Editor of Adult Quarterly, 
Associate Editor of Journal of Christian Education. 
or B. Kendall, Contributor, C. E. Notes in The 

erald. 
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gels drew near they saw that the woman 
was young and beautiful, and that both she 
and the man were looking down at the tiny 
form of a little baby, as he lay beside the 
mother on the fragrant hay. The mother 
raised her eyes to her husband’s face, and 
with a tender smile she whispered, “Is he not 
beautiful?” And the father answered gen- 
tly, “He is the most beautiful thing in all 
the world,” and the little angels knew with- 
out asking that it was true.—Amelia S. Lor- 
ing, in The Congregationalist. 


General Board 


Dr. 'W. P. Fletcher, Adult Secretary, contributor 
notes for adult department in The Herald. 

These nominees were duly elected by the 
Board of Trustees. 


The report gave an extensive history of The 
Christian Annual, which included the follow- 
ing facts and recommendations: 


The Board of Publication has found that The Annual 
for 1927, which is being prepared by Dr. J. F. 
Burnett, Secretary of the Conventios, as editor, will 
cost for the same size and of similar content just a 
little more than last year, as prices are steadily ad- 
vancing. 

Hence we recommend: 

First, That The Christian Publishing Association 
print the same at cost. 

Second, That The Christian Annual be designated 
the official Year Book of the Convention for the fol- 
lowing purposes: 

- Convention officers and committees. 

2. Proceedings of Executive and General Boards. 

3. Reports of various departments. 

4. Roll of ministers in the various conferences with 

post-office address. 

5. Roll of churches, Sunday-schools, Christian En- 
deavor, Missionary, and other societies of Chris- 
tian churches, 

History of dedications, ordinations, offerings, and 

deceased ministers. 

Outstanding events of the church. 

Reports of all of our educational institutions. 

Officers of the Regional Conventions. 

The entire Church, Sunday-school, and Christian 

Endeavor statistics by conferences. 

11. For a record of all other happenings of interest 
to the general church membership. 

Third, We recommend that the General Convention, 
through its secretary, as editor of The Christian An- 
nual, be responsible for the cost of its publication, 
which shall be paid by the General Christian Con- 
vention, to The Christian Publishing Association, at 
the time of the issue; that the distribution of The 
Annual shall be in the hands of The Christian Pub- 
lishing Association ; that after three months from the 
date of publication, the General Convention shall be 
reimbursed for this cost, less the sales which have 
been made, by apportioning this difference to the 
several departments of the Convention and to The 
— Publishing Association on the following 

asis: 

Christian Publishing Association, 20%; Board of 
Publications, 20%; Board of Missions, 20%; Board 
of Christian Education, 20%; Board of Evangelism, 
5% ; General Christian Convention, 15%. 


The report of the Board of Publications was 
tentatively approved, except that one item 
about the cost and distribution of The Chris- 
tian Annual, which was referred back to the 
board for further consideration. Later on in 
the session the Board of Publications present- 
ed the following which was adopted: 


= 


” 
Seen 


That the Secretary of the General Convention and 
one representative from each department be a com- 
y vm to decide upon the price and contents of The 

ny ° 


In addition to the above, the Board of Pub- 
lications submitted the following which was 
adopted. 


In accordance with the report of the committee on 
organization adopted by the Urbana Convention, we 
submit for your approval our selection of O. é 
Whitelock as manager of The Christian Publishing 
Association for one year ending October 1, 1927, and 
that as promptly as possible our Executive Commit- 
tee shall select and employ an assistant manager, who 
will first assume the duties of Circulating manager, 
and who uduer the direction of the manager, shall 
acquaint himself with all other details of the busi- 
ness with a view of taking over the management of 
The Christian Publishing Association, October 1, 1927, 
including the circulation of our periodicals. 

This consolidation, we feel, can and must be made 
for the sake of economy in the conduct of this busi- 
ness, 


By vote of the General Board, Ulysses G. 
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Brownell, of New Bedford, Massachusetts, was 
elected a member of the Board of Publications 
to succeed F. C. Brownell, of Fall River, Mas- 
sachusetts, who had resigned his membership 
on the board. 

During the consideration of the report of 
the Department of Evangelism and Life Serv- 
ice, the following resolution was offered and 
adopted: 


Resolved, That the treasurer of the Forward Move- 
ment be instructed to pay to the Department of Evan- 
gelism and Life Service from the funds coming into 
his hand from the Forward Movement subscription up 
to the sum of $2,500 less the actual cost of collection. 


The Board of Christian Education submit- 
ted a report covering in detail the condition 
of the department and the work it has done 
and has planned to do. Among the outstand- 
ing things recommended by the Board of 
Christian Education and approved by the 
General Board, the following should be men- 
tioned: 

The board adopted the policy of vigorous 
promotion of our summer schools, with the 
thought of making them more and more in- 
stitutions; providing credits in leadership 
training of high school, college, and graduate 
grades. In these summer schools, also, the 
poard adopted the policy of promoting the 
general aims and program of the General 
Convention. In order to make this plan effec- 
tive, although the General Board has placed 
responsibility for the summer school program 
on the Board of Christian Education, it was 
decided to ask each constituent board of the 
Convention to appoint a representative to 
serve on the summer school program commit- 
tee, the purpose of this committee to be to 
outline courses of study and suggest possible 
faculty members for our various schools. Al- 
so, in this connection, it should be said that 
the board voted to continue the nine schools 
already in existence, and approved the idea 
of opening an additional school at Union 
Christian College this summer. 

The Secretary of the Young People’s Di- 
vision submitted a program for 1927 for the 
young people’s work, entitled, ‘““Youth in Part- 
nership With Jesus Christ,” which was unan- 
imously adopted as follows: 


THEMES FOR MONTHLY EMPHASIS: 

January—A Year in Partnership With Christ and 
With Others. 

February-March—In Partnership for a Christian 
World. 

April—In Partnership Through Christian Decisions. 

May-June—In Partnership for a New America. 

July—In Partnership for a Better Leadership. 

August—In Partnership in God’s Out-of-Doors. 

September—In Partnership With Our Colleges. 

October—Organized for Service in the Local Church. 

November—In Partnership Through Giving. 

December—The Way to the Best. 


Upon the recommendation and request of 
the Southern Christian Convention, we recom- 
mend the approval of Miss Pattie L. Coghill 
as regional Director of Christian Education 
in that Convention. 

It was voted to leave the safeguarding of 
the board’s interests in the Julia Wilkinson 
farm to Dr. Omer S. Thomas, and the Home 
Mission Department. 

The Scholarship Committee submitted a 
new blank for applications for scholarship 
aid which was approved and ordered printed. 

‘the Manuscript Committee recommended 
that Mrs. Bullock be requested to submit for 
publication her pageant entitled, “The Chris- 
tian Church,” and that Prof S. A. Bennett be 
requested to submit his Daily Vacation Bible 
School course, “Enterprises of the Christian 
Church.” 

The Board of Christian Education desig- 
nates the third Sunday in January as Day of 
Prayer for the Colleges. 

In co-operation with the Board of Evangel- 
ism and Life Service, the Board of Christian 
Education voted to promote a Life Service 
Day. 

The Special Committee on Colleges of the 
board is to arrange for the promotion of Col- 
lege Day throughout the denomination, at 
some appropriate time in the fall. 

The trustees request this board to promote 
a summer school at Union Christian College 
beginning Juue 14, when they purpose to have 
a public service projecting the new type of 
school at the time of their annual trustee 
meeting. 

A committee consisting of Rev. E. A. Wat- 
kins, president; Rev. J. T. Brooks, trustee; 
and Dr. A. B. Kendall, member of this board, 
was appointed by the trustees to plan the 
courses of study and arrange for a faculty 
for the new school. 

The Board of Christian Education approved 
“An Integrated Program of Religious Edu- 
cation,” by Harper as a leadership training 
text for summer school and leadership train- 
ing classes for credit in the Christian 
Church and recommended same to the Inter- 
national Council for its approval. 

The Board of Christian Education took ac- 
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tion in regard to the General Convention's 
suggestion for an all-time college secretary 
and voted to elect and put in the field as soon 
as possible a Secretary for Higher Education 
to pe known as the General Secretary of thi 
Board of Christian Education. 

A supplementary report of the Board of 
Christian Education was offered and adopteu 
as follows: 


That the Executive Committee of this board be made 
the Investing Committee of this department. 

That Hermon Eldredge be the bonded custodian of 
the funds of the department at headquarters. 

The Committee on Colleges recommends and the 
board in session approves the employment of Dr. W. 
A. Harper, as full-time General Secretary of the board 
and Secretary of Higher Education, details of the 
agreement covering salary, expenses, and program 
of work to be determined by the College Committee 
in consultation with Dr. Harper. 


The Foreign Mission Board submitted its 
report which is given substantially in the de- 
partmental section of The Christian Annual; 
the same being true of the report of the Bu- 
reau of Christian Stewardship and Promotion. 

The report of the Board of Home Missions 
showed that the Board of Home Missions was 
adhering to the policy of reducing its ap- 
propriations to local churches at least twenty 
percent each year; that it was co-operating 
in the pastors’ summer schools, and that the 
incoming secretary, Rev. A. W. Sparks, had 
been appointed a member of the summer 
school program committee with instructions 
to suggest courses of study for missions and 
faculty members who may teach in summer 
schools; that it had appointed to the Home 
Missions Council, and on committees as fol- 
lows: Town and Country, Rev. A. W. Sparks; 
New Americans, Rev. H. W. Hainer; Indian 
Committee, Mrs. Athella M. Howsare; Negro 
Committee, Rev. H. H. Short; to attend the 
Home Missions Council in Philadelphia in 
January, 1927, Rev. H. H. Short and Rev. A. 
W. Sparks. 

In order to free the New American Home 
at Haverhill from taxation the board has 
made a proposition to the New England Con- 
vention by which the property would be taken 
over by the New England Convention. It 
was also voted to transfer the Manchester 
property to the New England Convention. 

It was decided that everything possible 
should be done to liquidate the indebtedness 
of this board by December 31, 1927, and for 
ee purpose the following plans were author- 
ized: 

Voted that we authorize the Home Mission 
Secretary to send out pledge booklets for the 
liquidation of our debt, and to make personal 
solicitation to the same end. 

Voted that the members of the board, in 
co-operation with the Home Mission Secre- 
tary, do all in their power to put across the 
program of home missions; that tegional 
Conventions, conferences, pastors, churches, 
summer conferences, and friends of home 
missions be requested to co-operate in the 
entire work of the board and to make a spe- 
cial effort toward the liquidation of the debt. 

Two new fields are being aided this year— 
Dayton View, Dayton, Ohio, and Hyde Park, 
in Brooklyn, New York. 

Appropriations were made for the following 
churches: Defiance College; Albany, Mo.; 

3angor, Me.; Brooklyn, N. Y.; Columbus, 
Ohio; Crown Point, Dayton, Ohio; Earlston 
field, Pa.; Irvington, N. J.; East Hounsfield, 
N. Y.; Lynn, Mass.; Manchester, N. H.; Mun- 
cie, Ind.; Red Cloud, Nebr.; Walnut Hills, 
Dayton, Ohio; West Mansfield, Mass.; Dayton 
View, Dayton; Toronto, Ontario; Hyde Park, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Aid is also being given to field secretary 
work as follows: D. P. Hurlburt in the Maine 
Conference; Field Secretary in the (Rays Hill 
and Southern Pennsylvania) Field; Rev. C. G. 
Nelson, Red Cloud, Nebraska; Prof. J. N. 
Dales, New York Central Conference; and ap- 
propriations for expenses of three men in the 
Western Convention. 

Appropriations were made for special work: 
Indian work, Americanization work at Hav- 
erhill, Mountain work, Western Washington, 
Franklinton College, and Pastors’ Schools. 

Other items of budget: Administration, 
$5,000; Christian Missionary Deficit, $500; An- 
nuity Interest, $200; Home Missions Council] 
and Missionary Education, the amount of our 


assessment estimated at $125; miscellaneous, 
$1,000; Interest on borrowed money, $500: 
Deficit, $21,000; Church Extension, $10,000— 


Total $56,900. 
The Board of Finance submitted its report 
which was amended and adopted as follows: 


The board recommends that the secretary be au- 
thorized to make such adjustment as to equipment 
in the offices of the Secretary of the Convention and 
that of the Bureau of Christian Stewardship and Pro- 
motion as may best suit his purpose, and that the 
proceeds from any sales be distributed by him as 
may seem appropriate. 

The board recommends that in view of the lack of 
data and time to study them carefully, and in view 
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_of the fact that we are now starting a new budget 


plan and desire to inaugurate it as carefully as pos- 
sible, more time be given the board to fix the budget 
amounts and apportion them to the conferences, and 
that their report when ready be submitted to the 
Executive Committee for its approval. 

The board recommends the following percentages as 
a basis of distribution of funds accruing from the 
budget plan as adopted by the Convention: 





Home Missions 25% 
Foreign Missions 34% 
Christian Education 25% 
General Convention 6% 
Evangelism and Life Service 5% 
Miscellaneous 5% 

100% 


The board recommends that each board handling 
funds be requested properly to bond such officers as 
handle money, and submit such statements to the 
Board of Finance, naming the persons handling 
money, an approximate amount of the money .andled 
by each, and the amount of bond required, in har- 
mony with the constitutional provision. 

The board recommends that boards and departments 
having funds for investment see that proper invest- 
ment committees be selected as directed by the Gen- 
eral Convention. 

The board recommends that Dr. F. G. Coffin, John 
G. Myers, and Perry G. Yantis be the Investment 
Committee of the General Convention funds. 

It seems to your board that the designation of the 
second Sunday in April as Christian Unity Sunday 
with an offering for the Federal Council and other 
Christian Unity work was due to an oversight, as 
January is Christian Unity month in our church pro- 
gram. The board therefore recommends that thie 
offering be made on the first Sunday in February 
as the Convention offering is taken on the second 
Sunday in January. 

Since the Board of Finance is made up of several 
ex officio members, the board recommends that the 
General Board fix the salaries of the Convention 
officers. 

The board recommends that the manner of account- 
ing and of book forms for the Secretary of Finance 
be suggested by the auditors of the Convention, who 
shall also be auditors for the Board of Finance. 

The banks to be used for the Convention and Board 
of Finance shall be suggested by the investment com- 
mittee of the Board of Finance. 

It is resolved that the Carversville Orphanage be 
allowed to take the usual Christmas offering this year. 
This was referred to Committee on Orphanages, which 
reported negatively. 

The board of Finance hereby calls the attention of 
all the boards of the Convention to the action which 
the Convention took at Urbana, concerning depart- 
mental solicitations from individuals for the support 
of their work. 

The board recommends that all Forward Movement 
monies received after January 1, 1927, be held intact 
and distributed on the same basis as heretofore when 
$1,000 or more is received by the Secretary of Finance, 
and at the end of three months in any case; and 
that any funds in the hands of the retiring treasurer 
of the Forward Movement, J. O. Winters, be turned 
over to the Secretary of Finance of the Convention 
after January 1. 

On motion of J. F. Burnett the following addi- 
tional action on Forward Movement funds was taken: 

That the treasurer of the Forward Movement be in- 
structed to pay to the Department of Evangelism, 
from the funds coming into his hands from Forward 
Movement subscriptions, up to the amount of $2,500, 
minus the actual expenses of collection. 

The board’s recommendation was adopted, to be fol- 
lowed after the above grant to the Board of Evangel- 
ism and Life Service. 

The board requests all boards and departments to 
furnish it with itemized statements of their proposed 
budgets, as a basis for making a denominational 
budget. 

That Dr. D. B. Atkinson be the representative from 
this board on the committee of Summer Schools Pro- 
gram. 


The proceedings of the General Mission 
Board of the Christian Church were submitted 
and adopted as read, except the item refer- 
ring to The Christian Annual, which was re- 
ferred to the Board of Publications; and an 
amendment to another giving the editor of 
The Christian Missionary authority to make 
club rates as might be suitable. The follow- 
ing items are copied from the original report: 


First, Resolved, That we express our appreciation 
of the faithful and efficient services Dr. W. H. Deni- 
son has rendered in the twenty-eight years he has 
been recording secretary or president of the Mission 
Board, and that we wish him every possible success 
in the new field to which our church has called him. 

Second, That we express our deep appreciation to 
Dr. Omer S. Thomas, Secretary of Home Missions of 
the Christian Church for the past twelve years, for 
his faithful, conscientious, and efficient service in pro- 
moting the interests of home missions throughout our 
church, and in the many other services he has ren- 
dered. While we regret exceedingly his leaving our 
board, ‘we extend our best wishes for his success and 
happiness in his new field of service. 

Third, That this board extend to Mrs. Emily K. 
Bishop the assurance of our loving remembrance of 
her years of devoted service and pray that our Fa- 
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ther’s most tender blessings may continue to attend 
her. 

Fourth, That the members of this board assure our 
secretaries of our continual and prayerful interest in 
their heavy administrative tasks, and our apprecia- 
tion of their faithful service. 

Fifth, That the Mission Board pay the sum of 
$355.10 toward the deficit of the 1926 Christian An- 
nual, but that this board requests the Board of Pub- 
lieations to provide for a contract in advance of pub- 
lishing the next Annual, with some proper method 
for financing the same. 


Your committee appointed to adjust the 
difference in payment for claims in publish- 
ing The Christian Missionary, recommends 
the payment of $442.50 by the Mission Board 
to The Christian Publishing Association on 
the claims to October 1, 1926. As to future 
publication and price, we recommend a com- 
mittee of three be created—one of whom shall 
be appointed by the Mission Board, one by 
The Christian Publishing Association, the 
third member to be selected by the two above 
designated, which committee shall go into 
the cost of publishing The Christian Mission- 
ary, and report their findings with a stipu- 
lated price, which price is to be the basis of 
contract for the coming year; provided that 
neither member of the committee above des- 
ignated shall be chosen from The Christian 
Publishing Association or the Mission Board. 

We find a difference of thirty-five dollars 
per month between the two parties to the 
proposed contract for the coming year, and 
recommend that this difference be divided in 
payment until the committee shall report up- 
on the price and the new contract is signed, 
and that the adjustment shall be made on the 
basis of the contract retroactive from October 
1, that is to say, the Mission Board shall pay 
on a basis of $190 per issue for 4,000 copies, 
until the committee reports and their report 
is adopted. This amount to be increased or 
decreased according to the committee’s find- 
ing from October 1. 

It is with gratification that the Mission 
Board and, we believe, the whole denomina- 
tion have seen The Christian Missionary grow 
in artistic beauty and usefulness. Each month 
it is filled with valuable information about 
our mission fields and helpful suggestions for 
mission work in the local church. Through 
Dr. Minton’s untiring efforts it has become 
indispensable to all mission workers. 

It is with regret, however, that we have no- 
ticed the deficit on publishing the magazine 
become greater each year, due largely to the 
increase in printing costs. The Mission 
Board finds that the cost of printing will be 
so much higher the coming year that the 
magazine can no longer be published at the 
present price. Consequently the board has 
felt itself forced to decide that after March 
1 the subscription price of The Christian Mis- 
sionary will be one dollar per year, instead 
of fifty cents as at present. 

While we regret this raised price, we be- 
lieve all readers of the magazine will agree 
with the board that the value of The Chris- 
tian Missionary far exceeds this subscrip- 
tion price. 
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Full power is left with the editor and pub- 
lisher with reference to club subscriptions. 

The following-named officers were duly 
elected: 


President, Rev. W. P. Fletcher. 

Recording Secretary, Mrs. Athella M. Howsare. 

Treasurer, Rev. A. W. Sparks. 

Editor and Publisher of The Christian Missionary, 
Dr. W. P. Minton. 

Associate Editor, Rev. A. W. Sparks. 

Auditors, A. F. Chase and S. O. Albaugh. 

Investment Committee, Rev. W. P. Minton, Rev. A. 
W. Sparks, and Mrs. Athella M. Howsare. 

Mission Council, Rev. W. P. Fletcher, Rev. A. W. 
Sparks, Mrs. Athella M. Howsare, Rev. W. P. Minton, 
Rev. A. W. Hirby, and Rev. E. A. Watkins. 


The report of the Board of Control of 
Franklinton Christian College submitted its 
report which was adopted as follows: 


That the Board of Control be instructed to place a 
man in the field at the earliest possible date, and that 
after a strenuous attempt at fund raising the Board 
of Control report its situation to the Executive Com- 
mittee for action. 

We request that Franklinton Christian College be 
written into the budget of the General Convention for 
$16,400 for the year 1926-1927. This amount will be 
expended as follows: Current expenses, $10,000; In- 
terest and payment of one-tenth loan, $6,400. It is 
understood that the colored brethren will raise $6,400 
of this amount and any other money which they m- 
raise for the current expenses of the College will be 
credited on the budget. 

It is the plan of the Board of Control to employ 
a white man as business manager and field secretary 
as soon as a suitable person can be secured, the ex- 
penses for which office have been included in this 
budget. 


The Department of Evangelism and Life 
Service was reported by the Departmental 
Secretary. The substance of this report will 
appear in the report of the department in 
The Christian Annual. 

The committee appointed on the Carvers- 
ville Orphanage reported as follows and the 
report was adopted: 


We your Committee on the Status of Orphanages 
beg leave to submit the following: That since the 
Elon Orphanage is already under the supervision and 
care of the Southern Christian Convention, we approve 
the work that is being done in that institution, and 
that we pledge our hearty and sympathetic support; 
that whereas steps have already been taken, looking 
to the dissolution of the Carversville Orphanage, name- 
ly the resignation of the superintendent and the with- 
drawal of support of certain conferences, and par- 
tial arrangements looking to the disposal of the orph- 
ans under its care, and in keeping with the feeling 
that the field occupied by the orphanage is amply 
covered by other live institutions; together with the 
fact of inadequate equipment and financial support, 
we recommend that the Carversville Orphanage be 
referred to the original conferences and agencies, and 
that the Convention assume no further responsibil- 
ity, financial or otherwise, with reference to the same. 


The committee appointed to make financial 
provision for the retiring secretary reported 
as  aaliadan and the report was adopted as 
read: 


The establishment of a fund to be known as the 
Burnett Beneficiary fund by this board through its 
Board of Finance. 

That this fund be not less than $1,000 a year. 

That $1,000 a year or any part of same be avail- 
able for the use of Dr. J. F. Burnett, Secretary 
Emeritus of The General Convention of the Christian 
Church during his life. 

That beyond the use which Dr. Burnett may make 
of this fund that it be carried on for similar purposes 
in our General Convention. 


The Bureau of Christian Stewardship and 
Promotion was reported by the Secretary. The 
substance of this report will appear in the re- 
port of the Bureau in The Christian Annual. 

The Permanent Commission on Christian 
Unity submitted the following which was 
adopted: 


Your Commission proposes to set forth in epitom- 
ized form the attitude of the church on Christian 
unity as reaffirmed at the Urbana Convention, and 
embodying this as a part of the same, repeats its 
overtures to other denominations, and, in addition, 
suggests by exchange of fraternal delegates, con- 
ferences, study and prayer, an effort in behalf of the 
greatest possible effort toward Ciristian unity. 

The Commission proposes to continue negotiations 
with the Congregationalists, looking toward a closer 
affiliation, as may seem appropriate. 

The Commission further proposes to bear fraternal 
greetings by letter, wire, and, in some cases, personal 
representatives, to other denominational and _ inter- 
denominational meetings. 

In harmony with the will of the Urbana Convention 
an attempt will be made to promote the idea of 
Christian unity among our own constituency. This, 
in the judgment of the Commission, is the most im- 
portant part of our task just at this time. We will 


hope to accomplish this by the following methods: 
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k 1. By securing an emphasis on the idea of Chris- 
tian unity in the programs of our conferences and 
other denominational gatherings. ‘ 
_2. By periodical articles and sermons secured from 
different writers, both within and without the Com- 
mission itself, the same to be used as generously as 
the wisdom of the editors concerned may approve. 

8. The preparation of a suitable volume of tract 
literature for gratuitous distribution. 

A series of articles, or sermons for The Herald of 
Gospel Liberty to be used at such intervals as may 
be possible, will also keep the idea growing. 


The following resolution was offered by 
Dr. W. A. Harper and accepted by the Board: 
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Resolved, That Dr. J. F. Burnett be requested to 
reduce to writing matters of Christian Church history 
with which he is especially conversant, and also that 
he collect in a volume his addresses and sermons 
which have been such an inspiration to our people 
generally and to our ministers in particular and that 
he submit these manuscripts to the Board of Pub- 
lications, 


The memorial from the Miami Ohio Chris- 
tian Conference concerning Church Report 
Blanks, was referred to the Committee on 
Church Blanks. 

As a finality, all the reports were adopted 
as read or amended. 


Communications 


Better Statistics Surely Needed 


The communciation entitled “More Cor- 
rect Statistics Needed” in The Herald just 
for December 9, should challenge the atten- 
tion of more than one student. It took me 
three years in Canada to get in The Chris- 
tian Annual correct records of the Oshawa 
Church, and the correction came by grad- 
ually changing the financial system in the 
local church and its organizaticns. A sta- 
tistical problem faces me now. Our thank- 
offering for missions amounted to nearly 
$100. According to the system in practice, 
this money goes to the Women’s Missicnary 
Society and on through several treasurers 
till it reaches its final destination. But the 
Eaton Church will not get credit for that 
amount in The Christian Annual. 

Upon investigation I find this fact true 
for nearly every church of the Miami Ohio 
Conference. It seems mcre than a local 
problem and one requiring expert investiga- 
tion, so that the denomination may make the 
correct impression through its annual re- 
ports to interdenominational statistics, as 
well as give proper credit to the local church 
for all of its various ccntributions. 


E. T. COTTEN. 
Eaton, Ohio. 


A Highly Esteemed Veteran 


The announcement of the death of Rev. 
A. C. Burnham, of Linden, Iowa, called to 
my mind his beautiful spirit and his un- 
swerving loyalty to his pastor when the 
writer was in charge of the home church, 
which he organized, and built the house. He 
was not only Icyal to the Christian Church 
locally, but defended and set forth in no 
uncertain way the principles upon which our 
fathers built. 

Never in my ministerial experience did 
I have a truer yokefellow than Brother 
Burnham. If he missed a service while I 
was pastor, it was because he was either 


sick or away on one of his preaching trips. 
He had a wonderful voice and Icved to sing 
many of the old-time songs, which he was 
frequently asked to do at prayer meeting 
and at conferences. His favorite songs were 
perhaps, “Lights Along the Shore,” and 
“The Unclouded Day.” Locally these were 
known as “Brother Burnham’s songs.” 

Late in September I was visiting my son 
in Des Mcines, Iowa, and made the trip up 
to Linden to have one more good visit with 
Brother Burnham. He was so glad I came, 
and now I am glad I went. He showed signs 
of rapidly failing but his faith was strong, 
and his last words to me were, “Brother 
Bennett, I am not going to be here long.” 
May God bless and comfort his sorrowing 
loved ones. 

E. E. BENNETT. 
Frankfort, Indiana. 


A Tribute 


On Thursday, December 2, after a brief 
illness of only ten hours, Mrs. Jane T. Good- 
win, widow of the late Mr. Edward L. Good- 
win, passed from labor to reward, leaving in 
addition to several brothers and sisters a 
large circle of friends tc mourn her loss. 
For many years Mrs. Goodwin was an inter- 
ested and faithful worker in our conference, 
and, as secretary of the Church School De- 
partment, she worked hard and lovingly to 
make her department one of the best. Since 
her ‘return to Fall River soon after the 
death of her husband, she united with the 
First Christian Church, and at once began 
tc work as earnestly and lovingly as in the 
days of long ago. To the writer and his 
family she was a friend indeed, ever readv. 
both with word and deed, to assist in any 
way possible, so that the work she loved so 
well might go forward. In her passing, a 
friendship of twenty-seven years is broken 
but the influence and memory of her sainted 
life will live to encourage thcse who follow 
on. E. J. BODMAN. 


From the Field 


NEW ENGLAND 


Rhode Island and Massachusetts Conference 


Fall River, December 9—The annual meet- 
ing of the Bogle Street Christian Church 
was held in the schoolroom last night, and 
was followed by an entertainment and serv- 
ing of refreshments by the Ladies’ Aid So- 
ciety. The officers submitted reports which 
showed the church to be in a prosperous con- 
dition. Officers were elected for next year. 
Entertainment, consisting of piano and vocal 
numbers and funny stories, followed the busi- 
ness session.—Fall River Herald. 


Pottersville, December 10—The Christmas 
bazaar held Wednesday evening by the La- 
dies’ Aid Society of the First Christian 
Church, was very successful, both financially 
and socially. The vestry and supper table 
were very attractively decorated with the 


Christmas colors, red and green. A capacity 
number sat down to supper and all voted 
it an excellent supper. There was a fine dis- 
play of fancy work, useful and ornamental 
aprons, delicious cooked food, grabs, and an 
unusually large assortment of candy, were 
features of the bazaar. The entertainment 
provided was extremely amusing. The up- 
to-date drama, introducing different radio 
features, was highly enjoyed by the audience. 
The music furnished by the Union M. E. Jun- 
ior orchestra was excellent and greatly ap- 
preciated.—E. J. Bodman, Field Secretary. 


ILLINOIS 
Jreenup, December 13—The writer has held 
two revivals. The one at Mt. Gilead was a 
splendid meeting considering the weather. 
There were thirty-four decisions and twen- 
ty-three accessions. These people are work- 
ing nicely. At Bethsadia the weather and 
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roads hindered very much, but all things 
considered, we had a good meeting. I had 
aimed to hold a meeting at South Bend, but 
the roads are so bad we thought best to wait 
until next summer. — We had a deep, spir- 
itual meeting over Sunday. The teacher of 
the primary class in the Sunday-school had 
his class to render a very touching program 
which was an inspiration to the entire school. 
In the afternoon at two o’clock the church 
met to observe communion and feet washing. 
This was a wonderful service. A father of 
two boys, about eight and eleven years of 
age, came out and washed his boys’ feet, and 
then one of the boys washed his father’s feet. 
That scene inspired and blessed all. The 


meeting closed Sunday night with a fine, 
spiritual testimonial service. — These people 
are alive and are pressing on to greater 


things.—S. Price, Pastor. 

Olney, December 10—President John Baugh- 
man is now in a series of meetings with his 
Pleasant View charge. A union meeting is 
being held with the M. E. Church near by. 
Continual rain and mud have greatly hin- 
dered revivals in these parts. Pastor Mahan 
and a group of his people motored to Dr. 
Douglass’ meeting at Oak Grove a few weeks 
ago, a distance of fifty miles. — Olney folks 
will put on a play at Sugar Creek next Tues- 
day evening, entitled, “Old-fashioned Moth- 
er.” It is given through the courtesy of Pas- 
tor Bell and his people. — Our Duplex plan 
is meeting fine response at Grand Prairie. The 
folks are gradually getting hold of the plan 
and fine results are in evidence. All bills 
promptly paid is one of the outstanding fea- 
tures of this plan, and with fine ease. Our 
personal letter written to each family pre- 
vious to the campaign proved to be a helpful 
feature. A fine increase in benevolence is 
in evidence. Hidalgo is likewise moving on 
fine with this system. They have been using 
same for some time. This is the plan for all 
our churches, and likewise the tithe should 
be the goal connected with the Duplex. — 
Elder Price begins special meetings at the 
South Bend Church this week. — Elder Price 
is Secretary of Evangelism of the Southern 
Wabash Conference. Mr. Dorsey Kirk, on a 
rural route from Oblong, Illinois, is Secretary 
of Religious Education; Rev. Jesse Bradbury, 
Merom, Indiana, Secretary of Stewardship; 
Rev. Frank Bell, Olney, is Secretary of Mis- 
sions; and Rev. Paul Piersall Secretary of 
Publications. — Just received a copy of ‘“Pro- 
ceedings of the General Convention.” “Fine.” 
— Elder J. A. Tracy is very much indisposed 
at his home near Clay City, Illinois. He would 
very much appreciate a visit from any of 
the brethren or a few lines. Likewise Elder 
Thomas Wade, Robinson, Illinois. — Trimble 
Church will enjoy a Christmas program, also 
Grand Prairie. — Merry Christmas to all.— 
Alvin O. Jacobs. 

INDIANA 


Winona Lake, December 13—Rev. J. J. Bei- 
siegel just closed two very successful King- 
dom Enlistment Week meetings at his 
churces, Collamer and Boonville. There were 
twenty-two new members received at Colla- 
mer and nineteen at Boonville. Each meet- 
ing was of just one week. Collamer Sunday- 
school had one hundred and two present and 
$7.71 offering, while Boonville scored one 
hundred and sixteen with $15.46 offering. The 
Personal Worker teams did most gratifying 
service and the spirit led us all. To God all 
the glory.—Correspondent. 


Albany, December 13—Since the beginning 
of the church year everything has gone along 
in a very progressive way. Rev. and Mrs. 
Cecil Leek have taken hold of the work as 
though they had labored among us for years. 
Both are intensely interested in all depart- 
ments of the church work, especially the 
work of the young people. — Sunday, De- 
cember 11, was observed as annual church 
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Promotion Day. Short talks were given by 
leaders of the church on the following sub- 
jects: Spiritual Growth of the Church, Edu- 
cation, Missions, Finance, and Publicity. 
Echoes from the General Convention were 
given by James Fuller, lay delegate, from 


the church. The reading and adoption of a 
church covenant and constitution marked the 
day as truly “Promotion.” This was a red- 
letter day in the church history. — Recently 
the woman’s missionary society gave an 
original pageant. The setting was staged in 




























the Publishing House at Dayton. Members 
of the society impersonated members of the 
official Mission Board of the church. Char- 
acters representing various colleges and mis- 
sion fields would present themselves and 
make a plea for their special work. It was 
very effective, and a fine offering was received 
for the thank offering. — We have a newly 
organized choir which has been rendering 
beautiful music in the public worship serv- 
ices. — The Christmas program is in prepa- 
ration at this time under the direction of 
Mrs. Leek. A pageant entitled, “The Christ- 
mas Waif,” depicting the Christmas story in 
tableau and song, will be given. — A banquet 
will be held on Wednesday evening, Decem- 
oer 29, for all young people of high school 
and college age. This promises to be a hap- 
py future event. — The revival meeting will 
begin January 9. At a later date we will be 
able to make additional announcements. — 
The pastor was recently called to his home in 
Illinois on account of the serious illness and 
death of his father. Mrs. Leek very ably 
filled the pulpit in his absence. Aside from 
all her duties as a pastor’s wife, she instructs 
a class in expression. — From all angles the 
outlook of the future church work is very 
promising. Pray for us.—Glencoe Kearns, 
Correspondent. 

KANSAS 


Lincoln, December 8—The church here is 
now in the midst of a union evangelistic cam- 
paign. A number of our people have been 
seeing the better way. The full number 
will be known only when the meetings have 
been completed. Two members at a recent 
service were added to the church. — Some- 
time in January we are to move to a new 
field, Columbus Grove, Ohio. This will leave 
a vacancy here which the people desire very 
much to fill. A work in a good countyseat 
town in dry and sunny Kansas may appeal 
to some of our ministers farther east, who 
may be contemplating a change of location. 
Such correspondence is_ solicited by the 
church clerk, E. R. Liggett, Lincoln, Kansas. 
—John A. Stover, Pastor. 


NEW JERSEY 

Irvington, December 9—The pastors of our 
churches in this Metropolitan district have 
felt for sometime that the churches ought to 
be brought closer together and the spirit of 
co-operation developed. Hence a meeting was 
arranged to be held in the Second Christian 
Church of Irvington on the evening of No- 
vember 22. The personnel of this meeting 
was to consist of the pastor and two lay 
members from each church in Brooklyn, on 
Long Island, in Irvington and Hilton—seven 
churches in all. The meeting was held as 
arranged, and each church in the district was 
represented, most of them by lay members 
as well as the pastor. The ladies of the 
Second Church provided a bountiful supper 
for the group at seven o’clock. Dr. Hainer, 
president of the New Jersey Conference, was 
appointed temporary chairman of the meet- 
ing which followed. It was unanimously de- 
cided to go ahead with the organization of 
the district, and officers were elected con- 
sisting of President, Rev. P. S. Sailer, D. D., 
pastor of the Vanderveer Park Church, 
Brooklyn; Vice-president, Mr. Fred. J. Heid- 
rick, Sr., member of the First Christian 
Church of Irvington; Secretary, Rev. Chas. S. 
Worner, pastor of the Springfield Dock and 
the Jamaica Creek churches on Long Island; 
Treasurer, Mr. Chas. C. Krach, member of the 
Hilton Church; and Rev. Calvin J. Felton, 
correspondent to The Herald of Gospel Lib- 
erty. Committees were appointed to choose 
a name for the organization, to draw up con- 
stitution and by-laws, and to map out a pro- 
gram for future meetings. It was decided 
to hold another meeting at the Hilton Church 
on Monday, December 138, to perfect the or- 
ganization and prepare for the future. — This 
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district includes, perhaps, the greatest center 
of population in the world. There is a great, 
almost an unlimited, field here for the Chris- 
tian Church. We have been all too slow in 
getting a start. But now the start has been 
made, and we hope for much in the future. 
This district organization ought to lead the 
way to greater things. — The work of the 
Second Christian Church is moving along. 
Our Sunday-school now has an enrollment of 
more than two hundred and thirty, with an 
attendance every Sunday of around a hun- 
dred and fifty. Plans are now under way 
for Christmas entertainments and parties in 
the school. Twenty members have been re- 
ceived into the church since the pastor came 
on the field the first of August, and there 
are numerous other prospects. The field here 
is a great one. But it takes time to develop 
it. — Hilton is preparing for the installation 
of its new pastor, Rev. Norval C. Kern, on 
December 16. — Hyde Park is going ahead 
under the leadership of its young pastor, Wil- 
liam G. Fletcher. The churches of the dis- 
trict, generally, are optimistic and looking 
forward to real progress along every line.— 
Calvin J. Felton, 249 Lincoln Place. 


OHIO 

Greenville, December 10—We are in a re- 
vival at West Grove and are having fine meet- 
ings. Today we have had one of the best meet- 
ings in all my ministry. The Holy Ghost was 
with us in mighty power. Our sermon theme 
was “Sanctification, What Is It?” We dis- 
covered many things new and old about this, 
one of God’s sweetest for us in all his Word. 
Our meeting continues until he_ says, 
“Enough.” Mabel Sites Frazer is the soloist 
and song leader. She is fine. Rev. J. J. Wal- 
lace, a converted Catholic, brings the evening 
message. Pray for us.—DeK. Judy, Pastor- 
Evangelist. 


Miami Ohio Conference, December 15—The 
Good Fellowship and Study Club of the Miami 
Ohio Conference ministers met in the Y. M. 
Cc. A. Building, December 14, with fourteen 
members and two visitors present. Dr. Clar- 
ence Defur, of the Concord Church, gave the 
second part of his review of the book, “He- 
brew Prophets and the Modern Preacher,” by 
Pickett. This study was well presented by 
Dr. Defur and was very much appreciated by 
the pastors present. Quite a bit of discus- 
sion was provoked and was also very inter- 
esting. Mrs. Athella M. Howsare gave a re- 
view of the foreign mission book, “The Mos- 
lem Women,” which was helpful. Mr. John 
S. Moore, religious director of the Dayton Y. 
M. C. A., gave a lecture of his trip through 
Europe, which was deeply interesting and in- 
structive. One of the things your writer is 
anxious about is the attendance of the Mi- 
ami Ohio Conference pastors at these club 
meetings. The conference is sponsor for this 
organization and at its last session through 
the reports and recommendations of several 
committees, urged the attendance of all the 
pastors of the conference, yet many of the 
pastors have never been there. We hope that 
in the new year the pastors will all avail 
themselves of this opportunity to gain 
knowledge of the conference program and 
also enjoy the fellowship of their co-workers. 

Another of our churches is now equipped 
with a modern plant for carrying on the 
work of Christian education, namely the 
Campbellstown Christian Church which dedi- 
cated its new plant on Sunday, December 5. 
The people and pastor are to be congratu- 
lated for their splendid work. 

Rev. C. F. Baldwin reports that the work 
at Woodington and Ansonia is going forward 
splendidly, with the people busy in prepara- 
tion for White Gifts Christmas programs. 
Both churches are planning evangelistic 
services after the holidays. 

Crown Point closed a two weeks’ series of 
meetings Sunday evening, December 12, in 
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Continuing Fellowship 


PRAYER 


O God, our Father, we 
know our weakness well 
enough, but we are not yet 
fully acquainted with Thy 
great power. Grant us the 
remembrance of Thy prom- 
ise and the grace to turn to 
Thee for help. We are con- 
scious at every turn of our 
seeming failures; make us 
victorious and conscious of 
the ability to triumph over 
obstacles. Amen. 
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which the pastor, Rev. Clark A. Denison, was 
assisted by Rev. Robert E. Wearley, of West 
Liberty. The visible results were twenty-four 
accessions to the church. 

At Enon, Brother William Stabler was or- 
dained deacon by the pastor, Rev. W. Rollo 
Boehringer, October 31. 

A unique thank-offering service was held 
at Shiloh Springs, in which the people all 
marched to the altar and left their offering 
there. A cash offering of $107 was thus given 
and approximately ten dollars in produce was 
given. A Christmas. social will be held 
Thursday night, December 23, and a can- 
tata will be rendered by the choir on 
Sunday evening, December 26. Rev. Lester T. 
Proctor organized a Boy Scout Troop on De- 
cember 17. Shiloh Springs is also giving a 
lecture course this year consisting of five 
numbers rendered in large part by local Day- 
ton Talent. 

Rev. O. P. Furnas closed a series of meet- 
ings at the Circle Hill Christian Church, on 
Sunday, December 12, which lasted two weeks 
and was very helpful to the membership. 
They had three splendid messages from Rev. 
Hugh Marlin, of Pleasant Hill, and two mes- 
sages from Rev. S. M. Woods, of Fidelity. 

Rev. M. C. Wiseley gave his lecture on 
“The Holy Land” at Hollansburg on Wednes- 
day evening, December 8, and at Coletown on 
Thursday evening, December 9. He reports 
both churches preparing for the Christmas 
worship. 

The Trotwood Men’s Class will entertain 
the Men’s Bible Class of the Clayton U. B. 
Church, Sunday, December 19, and their pas- 
tor, Rev. C. R. Smith, will preach the sermon. 
A Christmas party for the children will be 
given Wednesday eve, December 22, in the 
social room of the church. White Gifts 
Christmas service in the church, Christmas 
Eve. 

Concord Church is actively arranging for 
suitable Christmas observance. On Sunday. 
December 19, the choir will render appropri- 
ate music and the pastor, Rev. Clarence De- 
fur, will preach on the subject, “The Christ 
Child.” A rather elaborate cantata is to be 
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put on by all the children of the church on 
Thursday evening, December 23. 

-At Versailles, in the recent thank-offering 
service, Mrs. Grace K. Smith gave the ad- 
dress. The pastor, Rev. Hugh A. Smith, 
preached the union Thanksgiving sermon. 
The senior choir is preparing a cantata for 
Christmas. The church is planning a re- 
vival service to begin the first Sunday of the 
new year. We learn that Rev. H. A. Smith 
was recently installed as Master of the Ma- 
sonic Lodge. 

Fidelity Christian Church will give a 
Christmas cantata on Christmas Eve, and the 
West Union Church School will give a play 
on Sunday evening, December 26. 

Evangelistic services will begin at the West 
Union Church on January 2, to continue two 
weeks. Rev. Ross McNeal will assist us Jan- 
uary 9-16. 


S. M. Woods, Correspondent. 


Eel River Young People’s Congress 


HE young people of Eel River Christian 

Conference held their second annual meet- 
ing on November 26 and 27, 1926, at the 
Goshen Christian Church. There were one 
hundred and thirty young people present and 
some adults and ministers. 

The new Goshen Christian Church was 
decorated appropriately for the thanksgiving 
The general theme of the meeting, 
“We Would See and Serve Jesus,” was dis- 
played on a large sign at the front of the 
auditorium. 


season. 


The program opened on Friday evening at 
five-thirty with a social hour at six-thirty, 
those present were ushered into the large 
basement, where the banquet was served. The 
room was well decorated in four sets of col- 
ors, one set for each district. Each district 
was seated in a group. Rev. O. V. Rector 
welcomed the folks to Goshen although every 
one had felt himself welcome before that. 
Many and varied were the songs and yells 
during the evening, which showed the en- 
thusiasm of our young people. 

After the banquet, each district gave a 
stunt. Among other things, we found how 
to reduce and then how to add flesh with the 
aid of an auto pump. Arthur Stump, a fine 


young man of Goshen, led us in songs. Rev. 
Horace G. Halse, of Wakarusa, gave the 
closing address on the subject, “Harnessed 


Youth Power.” Although it was snowing and 
cold without, not a bit of that spirit was al- 
lowed within and all were dismissed to the 
homes of the fine Goshen people who had so 
hospitably opened their doors. 

Our theme was very fittingly carried out 
on Saturday. The morning watch was held 
at six a.m. “We Would See Jesus Early in 
the Morning.” We had short talks on seeing 
Jesus in song, in prayer, in Scripture, and 
in service. Each of these were very ably 
given, and much good was derived from our 
early meeting. 

The next session began at nine a.m. After 
songs and devotions, we turned our attention 


to the theme, “We Would Serve Jesus:” “As 
Ministers,” by Rev. R. G. Clark; “As Mis- 
sionaries,” by Inez Paff; “As Teachers,” by 


Mr. Martin. Each speaker showed us how 
we could serve Jesus in his particular line 
and we heard the great call of service. Miss 
Lura Ott gave an excellent report of the 
General Convention held at Urbana, Illinois. 
Dinner was served in the basement of the 
church. 

At the beginning of the afternoon session 
Miss Elizabeth Stangland, our vice-president, 
led in devotions. A brief business session 
was held and our goals were discused. The 
closing address was very ably given by Rev. 
B. A. Hartley, of North Manchester. Thus a 


great Congress was brought to a close. 
We want to have a fine summer school just 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 





for our conference next summer. Following 
are our goals for the year: 

1. A correlated program for each church. 

2. Each young person making regular fi- 
nancial contributions to the local church. 

3. A summer school for the young people 
of our conference next summer. 

4. One young person from each church in 
Defiance Summer School. 

5. Our yearly budget to be $200, the 
pledges from each church to be the same as 
last year and one-half of each pledge to be 
paid by May 1, 1927, and the remainder by 
August 20, 1927. 

With these as a guide, we expect to do 
great things for Christ during the coming 
year. 

Herman W. Meyer, President. 


Defiance College Notes 


NE of the high points in recent activities 
was the review of William Gannett’s 
“Blessed Be Drdugery,” given by Dean End- 
ers before the Religious Association. ‘“Cul- 
ture is that something which makes a failure 








CHRISTMAS COURAGE 
A HOUSE where only grown-ups live 


Is gray this time of year, 
With just the needful things te give, 
It lacks the Christmas cheer. 


What use to have a small green tree 
And don good Santa's coat, 

When I am nearing fifty-three, 
And all the household vote? 


It's sad, but true, that tinsel snow 
Has lost its erstwhile charm, 

And tottering candles all aglow 
We view with some alarm. 


Yet stay, not all the world is old! 
The little man next door 

Is full of hope and passing bold, 
Because he’s only four. 


We'll stuff a stocking full and high, 
We'll decorate and trim, 

And while we do it, we shall try 
To feel a bit like him. 


He has a most engaging way, 
A quaint, contagious smile, 
And so we'll try on Christmas Day 
To borrow him a while. 


—O. C. A. Child. 
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of a person who hasn’t any,” said Doctor 
Enders. “Culture is something in the nature 
of refinement and of common sense.” “The 
fundamentals of culture are power of paying 


attention, industry, promptitude, accuracy, 
courage, cheer, self-control, self-denial, and 
temperance. Blessed be drudgery, the secret 


of all culture.” 

The Men’s and Women’s Glee Clubs have 
been chosen. Those making the Men’s Club 
were Sutherland Miller, Laconia, N. H.; Her- 
bert Gavin, Piqua; Grant Peters, Mt. Vernon; 
Wilbur Carter, Dayton; Warren Bleezarde, 
Ravena, N. Y.; Orval Miller, Defiance; Rich- 
ard Robrock, Defiance; Velorus Baker, Ra- 
vena, N. Y.; Robert Peters, Defiance; Ken- 
neth and Wendall Clem, Fall River, Mass.; 
William Fenniman, Naugatuck, Conn.; Gil- 
bert Smith, Defiance; James Denison, Mt. 
Sterling; Gerald Mote, Laura, and Cleon 
Couch, Defiance. 

The Women’s Glee Club is composed of the 
following persons: Minnie Lay, Haviland; 
Dessa Hill, Versailles; Mabel Rice, Sherwood; 
Lena Reynolds, Centerburg; Roma Sexton, 
Antwerp; Mary Mullett, Continental; Bea- 
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trice Wiederkehr, Stryker; May Sietz, Co- 
lumbus Grove; Mary Ullery, Versailles; Mary 
Denison, Dayton; Mildred Kemp, Troy; Es- 
ther Smith, Versailles; and Dorothy Miller, 
Mary Caris, Virginia Lawson, Dorothy Mc- 
Conkey, Avanelle Hall, Ruth Altekruse, Jo- 
sephine Couch, and Lois Lawson, of Defiance. 
Both of these clubs will be available next 
spring for programs before church and com- 
munity audiences. This gives our church 
people the opportunity of enjoying high-type 
musical programs and contact with our col- 
lege young people. Miss Mary Denison, 
Trowbridge Hall, Defiance, is student man- 
ager of the Women’s Glee Club, while Grant 
Peters, Sisson Hall, Defiance, is the student 
in charge of scheduling programs for the 
men’s organization. Persons desiring these 
groups for church or community programs 
should write Miss Denison or Mr. Peters. 
The Y. W. C. A. recently observed “Angie 
Crew” night, when one hundred and six dol- 
lars in pledges were given as an expression 
of the interest of Defiance students in Miss 
Crew’s work.—Esther Smith, Class of ’27. 


oO 


Let a man refuse to submit his will tc 
God, and the gateway of truth is closed to 
him forever. No daring of intellect will 
pierce its deeps, nor will any imagination 
see its beauty. Truth at the heart of it is 
always ethical, kindred in being to man’s 
moral nature; and if that nature be choice- 
less and disordered, the power and majesty 
of truth are never known. That is the rea- 
son why the simplest duty has always an 
illuminative power. Do the next thing, and 
do it heartily, and the very brain will grow 
a little clearer. For the Word of God is a 
lamp unto our feet, and only when our feet 
go forward bravely will the circle of light 
advance upon the dark, and reveal what is 
always shadowed to the stationary.—George 


H. Morrison. 
| 


We do not know who our friends are until 
we have been in trouble. The cloudy day 
dissolves the crowd that delights in sun- 
shine. When we have need of our friends 
we shall know how many friends we have. 
The men who call upon us in the day of 
trouble are the men who are born for ad- 
versity, and who are representing the genius 
of true friendship. Here we are brought 
to the Friend of sinners; nothing can 
change him, if we be faithful and constant 
in our love towards him.—Joseph Parker. 


Oo 


Christianity is a Divine dispensation for 
bringing men into ccnscious union with the 
Holiest of all, with the Father through the 
Son; a church is an institution embodying 
and applying the distinctively Christian 
requisites tc the end—the dying away to sin 
and self, and the rising into strength, good- 
ness, and love by filial surrender to the Per- 
fect Will—James Martineau. 


as 


“You may have all the parts of a ma- 
chine, but they are not much use if they 
are not put together right. A man may 
have all that belongs to him, but sometimes 
he is not put together right.” 











